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ACT ONE
SCENE 1
LI GHTS UP on a living roomin Bloom ngton, Indiana, filled
wi th homemade wooden furniture and a | ot of books -- which
reflect the owners of these itens: practical, down-to-earth
furniture builder CAM-- short for CATHERI NE MARY -- and her

partner of six years MEREDI TH, a kind and generous hi gh school
English teacher. Camis in her md-30s, as is Meredith.

Ri ght now they're entertaining Meredith's fell ow teacher

EVIE, 40s, who loves to hold forth. Evieis in md-story
after dinner.

EVI E
Hs wife had this AMAZI NG j ob
wor ki ng for a software conpany, it

took off like a rocket -- and she
had stock options --
CAM
-- | want a job with stock options.
VEREDI TH
Me, too.
EVI E
Me, three.
VEREDI TH
Wait, what's her name, | want a nane
so | can picture who this is.
EVI E

... | don't even know if | should be
telling this story...

CAM
Then why are you telling it?

They all | augh.

EVI E

Because it's so rich.
CAM

Stock option rich?
EVI E

No, life rich.
MEREDI TH

So change the nanes.
EVI E

Oh, Jesus.

(then)

Her name is Linda, just don't, you
know. . .



CAM
: Go around telling the story the
way you are now?

They | augh.

EVI E
Ckay, they're set for life
financially, so her husband Bob got
to --

CAM
(to Meredith)
-- Is it really hel ping you picture
who they are by know ng their names
are Bob and Li nda?

MEREDI TH
Hush. Bob got to what?

EVI E
Bob got to quit his job as a science
teacher. He stays hone, fixes the
pl ace up, plants petunias and then
after awhile, he decides he wants to
pursue his |ife-long dream of being
a doctor. So he applies for nedical
school, and he applies all the hel
over the place 'cause he's having
trouble getting in. Meanwhile, they
want to have kids, and Linda
m scarries two or three tines, they
go to doctor after doctor, they're
on the verge of giving up and then --

here's the final piece -- Bob decides
to take flying | essons.

CAM
Flying | essons??

EVI E

Uh huh. So when Bob goes out for
his final test to get his pilot's
license -- the plane crashes and he
dies. And then two weeks | ater,

Li nda finds out she's pregnant and
Bob got into nedical school!

Stunned silence. Cam and Meredith | ook at each other. They
had no idea this is where the story was headed.

CAM
And you told us this because..?

EVI E
I"mtrying to figure out what the
hel | it MEANS.

CAM
Don't take flying | essons?



EVI E
Wiy did he die before starting nedica
school -- and before neeting his new
baby?

CAM

Why did thousands die in the twin
towers on 9/11?

MEREDI TH
Bad foreign policy.

CAM
Evie, you'll drive yourself nuts if
you --

EVI E

-- But what if he was really afraid
of being a doctor or Linda needed to
| earn how to survive on her own or --

CAM
-- Stop, stop! You're way over-
analyzing it.

MEREDI TH
Maybe it was sinply tine for himto
go.

CAM

O maybe he had a very unfortunate
pl ane accident. Qops.

EVI E
Cam this is what gives |ife neaning!
We draw concl usi ons, we figure out
why we created --

CAM
-- And why are you doing it for Bob
and Li nda?

EVI E
Because it fasci nates ne!

CAM
"' mgoing for another Corona with a
lime twist, which is fascinating
enough for ne.

EVI E
And what if in the mddle of it, Bob
had started paying attention: could
he have changed the outcone??

Sonmething in Evie's voice makes Cam stop on her way to the
fridge. She turns and | ooks at Meredith. Meredith hangs
her head.



CAM
You told her, didn't you.

Meredith nods yes.

VEREDI TH

(quietly)
| needed soneone to talk to.

CAM
(to Evie)
Are you telling everyone ny story
the way you're telling Bob and

Li nda' s?

EVI E
No. | know Meredith told ne that in
confi dence.

CAM

Ckay. Fine. Now let's nove on.
"1l have your headboard finished by
the end of the nonth. Conme back

then, I'll show you the different
finishes we can put on it.
(poi nti ng)

This chair has a satin finish, nice
and under st at ed.

Si | ence.

CAM ( CONT' D)
You want me to talk about it. Well,
|"mnot going to. Because we'll be
here til two in the norning dissecting
it twelve ways from Sunday. | have
furniture orders to finish by the
end of the year -- that's what |
care about.

EVI E
O course. I'msorry. Thank you

for dinner, it was lovely. |
especially enjoyed your artichoke
heart dip.

Cam nods t hank you.
EVI E (CONT' D)

(to Meredith)
See you Monday. Faculty neeting at

f our.
MEREDI TH
Cof fee run at 3: 30.
EVI E

Perfect. Bye-bye.
They hug goodbye, Evie is al nost out the door but first:



EVI E (CONT' D)
sister has a great oncol ogi st up
i n I ndianapolis.

CAM
| have a great oncol ogist here in
Bl oom ngt on.

Evie nods "OF course.” She exits. A beat.
CAM ( CONT' D)
That is so Evie.
VEREDI TH
O fering to hel p?
CAM

Trying to read the tea | eaves on Bob-
t he- pl ane-acci dent guy. Could he
have changed the outcone -- who
knows?

MEREDI TH
Well, maybe he could ve. Mybe he
wasn't paying attention, maybe there
were red flags that he --

CAM
-- Maybe it was a freak acci --
MEREDI TH
-- All I"'msayingis --
CAM
What are you saying? [|'mnot going
to do anything? Don't be ridicul ous.
MEREDI TH
What are you going to do?
CAM

Hear the options at ny doctor's
appoi nt ment Tuesday. Then get goi ng
on the Richardsons' table and chairs.

(then)

"' m not gonna over-think it. Renmenber
Evie and her boyfriend Harold's
restaurant in Moresville? She 'feng
shui-ed' it into the ground.

Meredith drops it for now

MEREDI TH
Have you told your father and brother
yet ?

Cam shakes her head no.

MEREDI TH ( CONT' D)
Why not ?



Cam | ooks at her as if it's obvious.

MEREDI TH ( CONT' D)
Hi story is not repeating itself.
(then)
|"m sure they would |l ove to send
their support.

CAM
Dad has his own issues with his high
bl ood pressure. And you know Gary,
he only wants to hear good news.
Stocks are up! Sales are up! D d |
tell you what he said when | had
tendonitis in my el bow a couple of
years ago? 'Get a shot of cortisone,
you'll be fine! Phil M kel son plays
with tendonitis all the tine!l’

Meredith nods synpat hetically.

CAM ( CONT" D)
Did you tell your sister?

MEREDI TH
Yes. Evie and Melissa are the only
ones, though.

Cam nods she under st ands.

MEREDI TH ( CONT' D)
Mel i ssa sends her | ove. She hasn't
told Alan yet and certainly not

Brooke. You're still Super Aunt.
CAM

Good. And so it shall remain
MEREDI TH

|"mgoing to bed. Join ne when you're

done leaping tall buildings in a
si ngl e bound.

CAM
WIIl do.

They kiss, Meredith exits. Cam |l ooks at the knickknacks in
their hone, touches sone of Meredith's books,
over the chair she referred to earlier, admri
She finally cones to a small, goofy box nade of

finish.

Popsicle sticks. She picks it up. LIGHTS SHI

SCENE 2

Cam goes into a nenory. She's 16 and turns to
GARY, 18, who enters. He's cocky and full of

overal |,

a good ki d.

rubs her hand
ng its sleek

FT.

her br ot her
hi msel f, but



She shyly

He | aughs.

A beat .

CAM
Gary, can you show ne how to use
your power tools?

GARY
Power tool s?? You building a house?
CAM
No, |I'm gonna make sonething for Mm
for Christmas.
GARY

You' re what ??
produces the small goofy chest.

CAM
Don't | augh.

CAM ( CONT' D)
But bigger! And really neat, with
real wood. Like that skateboard
ranp or the Soap Box Derby car you
made. They were so cool

GARY
A bi g box?

CAM
A chest.

GARY
Wiy a chest?

CAM

So she can have sone place to put
her towel s and tabl ecl oths and stuff,
li ke G andma has.

GARY
Grandnma has a cedar chest that wei ghs
two tons.

CAM
Ckay, not that big.

GARY
A chest. Wth power tools.

CAM
| can do it! | just need you to
show ne how.
(then)
... | gotta do better than a robe
and slippers like [ast year. Nothing
| ame. You know?



GARY
| know.

He nods, hands her the chest and then exits. LI GHTS SHI FT.
SCENE 3

Meredith, who now has her purse, enters. She and Camgo to

a couple of plastic chairs and sit. They're nowin a waiting
room They wait. Anxiously. They eye the other people
around them Cam sees one in particular and stares for
several seconds.

CAM
(whi sper s)
How ol d do you think she is?
MVEREDI TH
Mm 157
CAM

Your niece's age.
A few beats.

CAM ( CONT" D)
... Her hair's gonna grow in and
cover that scar, right?

MEREDI TH
Yeah.

CAM
Thi nk she snokes? Maybe she ate
t oo much over cooked bacon. O she
eats a lot of Twnkies -- they're
| oaded with weird chemcals. |f she
knew t hen what she knows now, woul d
she have chucked the Tw nki es?

MEREDI TH
Evie's not here, sweetie, she's not
getting the benefit of your razor-
sharp comrentary.

Camcan't stop staring at the girl.

CAM
She's got duct tape on her
sneakers. 1'll bet they can't afford
bottl ed water and organi c food.
VEREDI TH
We're fine, Cam
CAM
... W won't be fineif |I don't finish
the Richardsons' table. | won't be

able to pay ny health insurance next
year. ..



VEREDI TH
We'll figure it out.
(a beat)
| could get a different job, one
that has domestic partner benefits.

CAM
But you | ove your job.
MEREDI TH

| love you nore.
Cam ki sses her, then:

CAM
| know, you hate it when | do that
in public.

A beat, Meredith kisses her back -- and then suddenly a VO CE
from of f st age:

VO CE (O S.)
Cat heri ne Mary Vogel ?

They both | ook up, startl ed.

VO CE (O S.) (CONT' D
The doctor will see you now

LI GHT SHI FT.
SCENE 4

Cam and Meredith go honme, Meredith pulls panphlets out of
her purse and puts themon a table.

CAM
"1l be out of work for weeks --
| can't be on chenb and use power

t ool s.
VEREDI TH

You won't feel bad every day.
CAM

My job isn't just slapping particle
board toget her.

MEREDI TH
And neither is fighting cancer.

CAM
| can't concentrate if |I'mthrow ng

up.
MEREDI TH
It's tenporary.

CAM
It took ne years to get this kind of
hi gh-end work --



10.

MEREDI TH
-- And if you want nore years, take
the long view. Let the chenpo do its
job and you'll be back in your shop
in no tinme.

Cam stares at the pile of panphlets. She picks up one..

CAM
' Decadron... Aloxi... Cytoxan' --
see it even sounds toxic. 'Adriamycin
is a vesicant --' what's a vesicant?

MVEREDI TH
It doesn't conme up a lot in Sophonore
Engl i sh.

She grabs her reading gl asses and a dictionary.

CAM
(conti nui ng)
"Precaution nust be taken so as not
to mss a vein and send it under the
skin, which can cause tissue death
and severe scarring.'

She | ooks at Meredith for the definition.

MEREDI TH
(readi ng quietly)
Vesicant: a blistering agent...'

Cam gestures, "Go on."

MEREDI TH ( CONT' D)
Especially, such an agent, as
must ard gas, used in chem ca
warfare.'

Cam | ooks as if she's been punched in the gut.

MEREDI TH ( CONT' D)
Renenber the wonan across from
us, the one in the blue and white
striped sweater?

CAM
No.
MVEREDI TH
VWll, she had this |ook of... peace

or sonething. Everyone el se seened
anxi ous and tense. Wen you went
to the restroom | felt conpelled to
talk to her. Turns out she's a |ung
cancer survivor. Five years, and
she did cheno.

( MORE)



11.

MEREDI TH ( CONT' D)

| told her you were really worried
about it, and she said the side
effects are just that, side effects.

(then)
The big effect: She just got married
a few nonths ago. She showed ne her
weddi ng ring.

CAM
... Meredith, you're in a roomful
of cancer patients, of course sone
of them have had success w th cheno.
This is hardly Jesus in a tortilla.

A beat, then:

MEREDI TH
Remenber July 4th when you cane in
frommnmw ng the yard and said your
back hurt?

CAM
| still think that was fromlifting
the | awn nmower.

VMEREDI TH
Cam We know it wasn't. | know

they had to start with treating you
for a strained back, but all through
August | kept thinking, there's
sonet hi ng wong here.

Camis a little spooked.

MEREDI TH ( CONT' D)
It wasn't a random t hought and ny
conversation with that woman wasn't
random either

CAM
They're random Meredith, you're
just labeling themafter the fact.

MEREDI TH
No, |'m not.
(then)
Are you seriously considering not
doi ng cheno? Because if you are,
want to hear what Plan B is.

Meredith | ooks straight at her, Cam hears her.

BLACKQUT. As black as the theatre allows. Several beats.
SCENE 5

LIGHTS UP. A few weeks later. Meredith quietly enters from

outside. She carries a grocery sack, her purse, her satchel
from work.



12.

She quietly sets them down and takes her coat off. She

ti ptoes over to peek at the couch, upon which rests a lunp
of blankets. She goes back to the groceries and puts them
away. Then she brings a white to-go carton of soup and a
spoon over to the couch.

She stands there, not knowi ng what to do. Despair creeps
in. Finally, at a |loss, she sets the soup down on a nearby
table. She |ooks around, straightens up a couple of things,
t hen goes to a wi ndow and | ooks out. Moonlight streans in.
A few beats and she begins to softly sing:

VEREDI TH
"By the light of the silvery noon
| want to spoon
To nmy honey |I'll croon |love's tune...'

Meredith notices the lunp of blankets noves ever so slightly.
She cones over to the couch, gets on her knees so she's at
couch | evel

VEREDI TH ( CONT' D)
Want to do the interactive version
that you |ike?
(then, singing)
"By the light...'
(then)
This is where you cone in...

She waits. Cam doesn't cone in. Then:

MEREDI TH ( CONT' D)

| got you your favorite soup
But t er nut squash.

(a beat)
| heard your phone ringing this
norning. It was one of your clients,
M. Richardson. Wat's his nanme?
Lawrence? | called himlLarry by
accident. He's not a Larry, is he?
| said you were out of town on a
famly enmergency. | thought that
sounded good.

A beat. A hand cones out fromthe covers and slowy pulls
down just enough of the blanket so that a face can be seen:
Cam In a knit hat. Meredith smles at her.

MEREDI TH ( CONT' D)
H , baby. Soup?

Camsits up a little but feels so nauseous that she shakes
her head no.

MEREDI TH ( CONT' D)
Lat er?

Cam gestures "Who knows?" Then she pulls the covers back
over her head. Meredith buries her head in her hands. LIGHTS
QUT. A few beats.



SCENE 6

LI GATS UP, a few days | ater.
sonet hing at the dining room
quietly... and then get

VEREDI TH

13.

Meredith and Evie are planning
They start out talking

| ouder.

VWhen are the ballots due?

EVI E

Cct ober 15t h.

MEREDI TH
God, Honecom ng Queen,
| m staging a protest.

déy and age??

EVI E

As a faculty sponsor,

i nteresting.

VEREDI TH

Sonebody has to.
EVI E

in this

t hat shoul d be

be wanting to elimnate

in fourth period, Becky

Next you'll
M ss Aneri ca.
MEREDI TH
Ch, don't get ne started.
(then)
| have a girl
McMahon,

she confided to ne she want ed

to be nom nated for Homecom ng Queen.

She's fairly good-I| ooking, but she

has nousy,

thin hair. I

over hear

the other girls talking..

(then)

| didn't want to di scourage her

but

| didn't want her to be ridicul ed.

EVI E
What did you do?

VEREDI TH

| said the yearbook could really use

a go-getter
hit deadli nes,
capped it wth:
a one-shot deal,
bui |l ding a career.

EVI E
Did she go for it?

VEREDI TH

Total ly.

i ke you.
be creative.
Homecom ng Queen - -

but yearbook, you're

You can wite,
Then |



14.

EVI E
This is why you're going to be
Bl oom ngton North Teacher of the
Year .

VEREDI TH
Ch, Evie, stop.

EVI E
No, Meredith, you know how to reach
t hem

VEREDI TH
Just st op.

EVI E
You have inpact. And the nom nating
commttee i s noticing.

Meredith | ooks dubi ous.

EVI E (CONT' D)
Tell me you don't want it.

VEREDI TH
Heavens.

EVI E
You want it you want it you want
it you want it you --

MEREDI TH
-- OKAY, | WANT IT! If Terry Minford
can be Teacher of the Year, so can
|, damm it! And |'ve been there
ei ght fucking years!

They | augh hysterically. The lunp of covers on the couch
stirs.

MEREDI TH ( CONT' D)
Now, can we nmke soneone el se, sone
mere nortals, work on Homecom ng??

They | augh agai n.

MEREDI TH ( CONT' D)
| can't believe | got roped into
this, I hate adm nistrative work.

EVI E
Is it the adm nistrative work or the
fact that it's Honecom ng?

VEREDI TH
Bot h.

They grin.



Cam pul | s

MEREDI TH ( CONT' D)
kay, let's do sone armtwisting to
get the float judges then neet again
next Monday and see where we are.

EVI E
(trying for casual)
Ah, | won't be at school Monday.

MEREDI TH

Oh?
EVI E

Later in the week okay?
MEREDI TH

Sure. Wat's happeni ng Monday?
EVI E

There's a shadow on Sharon's
| atest scan. W're getting a second
opi ni on.

t he bl ankets off to hear better.

VEREDI TH
But she's been in rem ssion for
what, a year and a half...

EVI E
Yes, and she's been doi ng everything
| told her to do -- eating all-
organi ¢, no sugar, acupuncture,
massage. | just wish | could talk
her out of that damm j ob.

CAM

Maybe she |ikes her job.

Evie junps, startl ed.

MEREDI TH
Were we too | oud?
CAM
'S okay.
(then)
What does she do?
She sits up, still wearing a knit cap and stil
tired -- but nmuch better than when we saw her
EVI E
She's head of an agency for senior
citizens in Indianapolis. It's

not hi ng but stress. She pulled an
all-nighter | ast week getting sone
damm report ready for the county
assessor. That can't be good for
you.

15.

l alittle
previ ously.



16.

CAM
You think the universe | ooked at
your sister and said, 'She needs a
break. | know. Cancer!’

EVI E
That's the dark version. The |ight
version: Sharon was out of bal ance.

CAM
You'll be delighted to know I work a
stress-free job. 1'mdoing exactly
what | want and get to set ny own
hour s.

EVI E
(genui ne)
Good for you.

Cam reaches for the candy dish and plucks a little chocol ate
bar fromit.

CAM
Good for me. Happy Hal |l oween.

She unwr aps the chocol ate bar and pops it in her nouth.
EVI E

(alittle judgnent)
Mrhmm

Cam stares at her. Evie politely smles.

CAM
What ? The candy?

Evi e gestures, Wll, yeah.

CAM ( CONT' D)
VWhat? |t causes cancer?

EVI E
Cancer cells need a ot of fuel to
grow and they get very sensitive to

i nsulin.

CAM
You're going to deprive nme of this?
Do you know how awful |'ve felt the
past --

EVI E

-- I"msure one Hershey mniature
isn't going to make or break --

CAM
-- How about two or three? O a
dozen? And what about the lift we
get from chocol ate --



17.

EVI E
-- It has to be dark chocol ate and
not the Hershey's fake dark chocol --

CAM
-- Meredith, these are fake, ny God,
what are we gonna tell the trick or
treaters!?

MEREDI TH
Ckay, junp ball.
CAM
Was | out of bounds?
MEREDI TH
Alittle.
CAM
You calling a foul ?
MEREDI TH
Ti me out.
EVI E
"1l be going. 1'Il call when I'm
back in town.
MEREDI TH

G eat, thanks.
Wen Evie is at the door, Cam apol ogi zes wth:

CAM
... Gve your sister ny best. Good
luck with the second scan.

EVI E
Thank you.

Evie exits. They stare at the dish of little candy bars.

CAM
Shoul d we feel guilty handi ng
t hese out?

VEREDI TH
Beats ne.

CAM
Evie's nuts. And, hello, there's a
shadow on Sharon's scan, so it didn't
really matter if she cut back on the
candy bars or stocked up on organic
ponegr anat es.

MEREDI TH
VWll, we don't know for sure..



18.

CAM
Precisely. W don't know It's a
fuckin' crapshoot.

Cam snags a candy bar, unwaps it, pops it in her nouth and
exits.

Meredith thoughtfully unwaps one and eats hers as..
SCENE 7

LI GATS SHI FT. Meredith exits, Cam cones back on carrying a
beauti ful handcrafted wooden headboard and sandpaper. She
takes off her socks so she's barefoot. She sands the the
wood, a sensuous, full-body operation... She keeps rubbing
her hands over the wood, feeling it, feeling for slight bunps,
then she |l ooks at it closely, sands sonme nore... inhales the
wood snell, in love with it. She then w ggles her fingers
and toes... sonething's wong. She continues sanding to
ignore this, but it's tough. She stops and shakes her hands
and feet, worried.

Gary enters, carrying a Skil Saw (which is plugged in via an
extension cord offstage), a tape neasure, a pencil, and a
board. He sets up the board between two chairs that wll
serve as saw horses. He |ooks at Cam who | ooks bl ue.

GARY
C non over. Tine for the Skil Saw
| esson.

Camslips into fl ashback node. She |ooks at Gary, hesitant.

GARY ( CONT' D)
"1l help you. Cnon. Stand in
front of ne.

She does.

GARY ( CONT' D)
kay, the first rule is nmeasure tw ce,
cut once. GCot it?

CAM
Got it.

GARY
Measure ne out a foot an a half from
the left end there.

He hands her the tape neasure and pencil. She neasures
once... then twi ce, marking the wood agai n.

GARY ( CONT' D)
Pencil behind the ear.

She does that.



She nods.

hand on top of hers on the saw,

GARY ( CONT' D)
Left hand here, right hand on the
saw... and after the cut, the right
piece wll drop, so hold on to the
| eft piece.

19.

She's scared. He sees this and puts his right

turns on the saw,

t hey cut

the wood together, perfectly. He shuts off the saw

She t akes

CAM

| didit!!
GARY

One piece of wood and she's Super nman.
CAM

| could feel it! The saw I n
whol e body! And I can snell the
wood, too! \Wow

a whiff, they |augh.

GARY
Perks of the job. So how are we
paying for all the wood we're gonna
need?

CAM
|"ve al ready signed up a bunch of
people to rake their | eaves and |
coul d shovel snow, too.

GARY
Good. Maybe Dad'll front us a little,
in case it doesn't snow rmuch before
Chri st nms.

CAM
Exactly! | thought of asking him
t hat, too!
GARY
Easy, easy.
CAM
" mjust excited.
GARY
| know.
(then)
This is gonna rock. Mmnms really
gonna like it. | was thinking we

could trick it out with brass hinges
and a brass | ock.

CAM
Cool! | was just gonna get sonething

cheap. . . (VORE)



20.

CAM ( CONT' D)
(then)
How much will...?
GARY
| can pay for "em That'll be ny
contri bution.
CAM
Thanks, Gary!

He takes sone sawdust and sprinkles it in her hair. She
starts danci ng around.

CAM ( CONT' D)
Whoooo! !

He rolls his eyes, grabs the wood and saw, exits.
Camturns on a CD on the stereo, "Right Here, Right Now, " by

Jesus Jones to comenorate that tine with Gary. She goes
back to sandi ng the headboard, dancing as she's sandi ng.

Meredith enters, home fromschool. She's amused by Cam At
sone point Cam sees her.
CAM ( CONT' D)
Ah!

They both | augh, Cam grabs her, kisses her, and they dance
t oget her.

MEREDI TH
Look who's feeling better.
CAM

Yep. You need to dance nore. W
need to dance nore.

VEREDI TH
W do.

After a few nonents of dancing, Meredith brushes the sawdust
out of Camis hair and turns the STEREO OFF

MEREDI TH ( CONT' D)
Evi e' s headboard is | ooki ng good.

When will it be ready?
CAM
Week or so. First coat of oil goes
on tonight.
MEREDI TH
Toni ght ?
CAM
l"mon a roll.
MEREDI TH

Did you get around to fixing the
bat hr oom si nk?



A beat .

CAM
Uh no. "Il ook at it tonorrow.

VEREDI TH
And where will we brush our teeth
t oni ght ?

CAM
In the backyard, |ike the pioneers.
O at the kitchen sink.

Meredith sml es.

MEREDI TH
How was the rest of your day?

CAM
| went on a little one-mle jog.
Real slow but | felt great. Maybe |
can get back to ny running group in
a few weeks.

MEREDI TH
Mmhmm Did you get to the store for
the Iight bul bs?

Anot her funny confused | ook.

CAM
Ahhh, | got a bunch a stuff.
| buprof en, Scotch tape..

VEREDI TH
| wote out a little list: pens,
tape, light bulbs --

CAM
-- 1"l get "emtonorrow. Prom se
What do you want for dinner?

Cam snmi | es.

Cam anbles to the kitchen cabinets to get out pots.

MEREDI TH

Li ght bulbs... O honenade | asagne.
CAM

How about spaghetti ?
MEREDI TH

Cl ose enough.

MEREDI TH ( CONT' D)
Did you hurt your foot?

CAM
No, why?

21.

Cam has a funny hal f-confused | ook on her face.
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MEREDI TH
You' re wal king funny. And you're
bar ef oot in Novenber.

CAM
| dance better barefoot. You want
cl am sauce or mari nara?

MEREDI TH
Mar i nar a.

Cam pul | s out ingredients. Meredith watches her, the way
she noves.

MEREDI TH ( CONT' D)
(dead serious)
What's wong with your feet?

CAM
They tingle a little.

MEREDI TH
Neur opat hy?

Cam shr ugs.

MEREDI TH ( CONT' D)
The doctor said that m ght happen.

CAM
So | dance.
MEREDI TH
And why are you baref oot ?
CAM
The cool floor feels better on ny
feet.
MEREDI TH
And the floor of your workshop?
CAM
Too col d.
MEREDI TH

So you' re sandi ng i ndoors.

CAM
Back off, okay? By being in here |
can keep wor ki ng.

Meredith runs a finger through the dust on the table.

CAM ( CONT' D)
Al right, I'll take the headboard
out .
(to the headboard)
Bad dog, bad dog.
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She puts on her shoes, no socks. Meredith goes over to the
kitchen. Sonething she sees causes her to stop.

MEREDI TH
Cam

CAM
What ?7?

Meredith holds up a small can.

VEREDI TH
VWhat's this?

CAM
| don't know. Tuna?

MEREDI TH
It's a can of clamsauce. | told
you | wanted marinara. That was
| ess than two m nutes ago.

CAM
|'"'mtired, that's all.

MEREDI TH
You shouldn't be working if you're
this fuzzy-headed.

CAM
Sanding is a no brainer. Honey-babe,
| had a great afternoon. Listening

to the tunes, feeling the wood. It
was so... normal. Here, feel this..
Meredith rubs her hand over the headboard, nods, "It's good."
They rub it together, a nice nonent.
CAM ( CONT' D)
"1l take it out to the shop.
MEREDI TH
Thank you.

Camexits with the headboard.

Meredith exhales, looks a litle worried, puts the clam sauce
away. Suddenly from way offstage:

CAM
(of f)
Ah -- EUCK!!

Meredith | ooks up, panicked.
SCENE 8

LI GATS SH FT. Camenters and she and Meredith take a seat
in the plastic chairs again. This time Cam has her hand
wrapped in a dishtowel; blood is |eaking through. She's in
pain and worried about sonething. Meredith funes.
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CAM
Different crowd here than at the
oncol ogy unit.

Silence from Meredith.

CAM ( CONT' D)
We shoul d' ve pretended this was a
gunshot wound, they'd have gotten to
me by now.

Then they both suddenly look in one direction and "see" a
man who stunbl es t hrough

VEREDI TH
(sotto)
... | can snell the liquor all the
way over here. | thought w ndshi el ds
wer e shatterproof.
CAM
Maybe he fell through a store w ndow.
MEREDI TH

You can't do that kind of danmage in

a store wi ndow, you need velocity.
(then)

How does soneone think it's okay to

drive like that?

CAM
He wasn't thinking. The 12-pack
was.
VEREDI TH
Clearly.
CAM
First off, I"'mnot |ike your

nmom drinking nyself into oblivion.
Second, the saw slipped out of ny
hand. 1t was an accident.

MEREDI TH
What was the Skil Saw saw doi ng out
inthe first place?

CAM
It was just... out. | decided spur
of the nmonment to put it away.
MEREDI TH
Isn't it used to cut |arge pieces of
wood?
CAM
It can be.
MEREDI TH

| s that what you'd been do --
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CAM
-- No!
VEREDI TH
Then what was it doing out --
CAM
-- Stop with the fishing expedition!
VA CE
M ss Vogel, we'll see you now.

Cam and Meredith exit. LIGHTS SHI FT.
SCENE 9
Cam enters and goes to the kitchen to continue maki ng di nner,

Meredith foll ows on her heels. Cam t akes the towel off, her
hand i s now bandaged.

VEREDI TH
The saw shoul d NOT have been out.
CAM
It slipped' [|'m human!
VEREDI TH
What are you doi ng?
CAM
Maki ng di nner.
VEREDI TH
Cam for Christ's sake, | can make --

And just then, Cam accidentally drops a very |arge cooking
pan with a LOUD CLANG Cam bends over to pick it up -- and
it slips out of her hand again. The jig is up.

CAM
| can't feel ny fingertips.

Meredith picks up the fallen pan, stunned.

CAM ( CONT" D)
|"d been working on the Richardsons
di ning roomchairs. That's why |
was putting away the saw.

VEREDI TH
Excuse ne??

CAM
| felt good today!
(then)
Except for the fact that | drop
everything and I can't think, damm
it!!
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VEREDI TH
Fi ni shing the R chardsons' order is
not where you need to put your energy
ri ght now.

CAM
Well, where SHOULD I put it?? \What
SHOULD | be doing? G ving up sugar?
Medi tating? Taking vitam ns nmade of
green stuff??

MEREDI TH
If that's what you want to do!
CAM

What's gonna buy ne a cl ean scan
next nonth? And what about Bob?
What shoul d he have done? Well,
once the plane's going down, it's a
little late, but before that. |If
he'd done the right things, could he
have lived to see his baby??

VEREDI TH
Cam | don't know Bob and | don't
care about Bob.

CAM
You said it was tinme for himto go.

MEREDI TH
| said MAYBE. And it's not tinme for
you to go.

CAM
HOW DO YOU KNOWP?

VEREDI TH
I JUST KNOW

Gary enters, Meredith goes to the kitchen. Camgoes into a
t eenage fl ashback.

CAM

VWhat are we gonna do??
GARY

How bad is it?
CAM

It's all over the bat hroom fl oor.
GARY

Dad' Il be hone soon.
CAM

We shoul d do sonet hi ng.
GARY

| didn't sign on for this.
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CAM
Li ke Momdid? W could get her a
bucket, in case she throws up again.
And we should cl ean up the ness.

GARY
Man.
CAM
C nmon. Help ne.
GARY
"1l be in the basenent.
CAM
Doi ng what ?!
GARY
Bui |l ding a Mega Death Bl aster.
He exits.
CAM
Gary! Don't leave ne alone with

t hi s!
LI GHTS SHI FT. Cam goes to Meredith in the kitchen.

CAM ( CONT" D)
| don't wanna go back to cheno.

MEREDI TH
Honey, you have to go back.
CAM
Don't make ne.
MEREDI TH
You're only half way through. It's

i ke taking antibiotics, you have to
do the full course.

VA CE
(cheerful)
Ready for your next round, M ss Vogel ?

CAM
Fuck.

Camreluctantly exits. LI GHATS SHI FT.
SCENE 10

A few days later. Meredith is sorting through some brochures
and flyers.

EVI E
Knock, knock --

MEREDI TH
-- Cone in.
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Evi e enters.

EVI E
Hey, sweetie, you got away today
before I could grab you.

MEREDI TH
| stopped by I.U., to, ah, look at a
few t hi ngs.

Meredith tries to hide the stuff but realizes it's futile.

EVI E
What cha got there?
(sees the brochures)
You're not |eaving us, are you?

MEREDI TH
The university has a great benefits
package.
(they exchange a | ook)
So, sonething bigger than a phone
call could handl e?

EVI E
Camcall ed nme, ny headboard is done --
and yes, big news. Sharon's second
scan canme back cl ean.

VEREDI TH
Wbw, congratul ati ons.

EVI E
Thank you, thank you.

Cam enters, looking tired and out of it.

VEREDI TH
Want sone water?

Cam nods. Meredith gets it.

MEREDI TH ( CONT' D)
Evi e brought over sone good news:
Sharon's second scan cam back cl ean.

CAM
Holy shit, that's great.

Evie smles, tries not too | ook too snug.

EVI E
You know how | knew to get a second
scan?

CAM
How?

EVI E

My car nechanic.



Cam exi ts,

Cam enters with the nowfini shed | uxuri ous headboard.

CAM
Huh?

EVI E
A few weeks ago | was in getting ny
oi | changed and he was saying to
anot her wonman, 'Al ways get a second
opinion.” | woke up in the mddle
of the night and heard hi m again,
clear as a bell.

CAM
(roll's her eyes)
"1l go get your headboard.

EVI E
Do you have the energy?

i gnoring the question.

MEREDI TH
She doesn't but that won't stop her.
EVI E
You | ook worri ed.
MEREDI TH
|"ve practically had to drag her to
cheno. |If she needs foll owup, like
radi ati on or nore cheno, | don't
know if wild horses could..
EVI E

Renmenber when | was dating Harold

and he tried to open that restaurant --
a Caribbean restaurant in Mporesville --
not that we don't need diversity

here in the land of white bread --

but there went two years of ny life

and his when he didn't listen to ne.

MEREDI TH
| know, but on the other hand, Harol d
had to live his owmn life, even if --

EVI E
-- Honey, you are a part of Cams
life and on top of that, we all have
blind spots, that's why anot her set
of eyes is --

CAM
-- Ta da.

EVI E
WO w.

29.
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CAM
Thank you.

EVI E
| just want to run ny hands all over
it.

CAM

Pl ease do.

Evi e runs her hands sensuously over the wood, they all |augh.

EVI E

God, it's gorgeous! You do amazing

wor k.
CAM

Thank you.

(then)

So what lucky fella gets to share
this with you?

EVI E
Oh, | have a few candidates in mnd..
CAM
I"msorry it took so | ong.
EVI E
It didn't take long at all. It makes
a beautiful Thanksgiving gift.
(then)
Are you guys going to your usual
pot | uck?
CAM

Yep. Dykes with healthy and hearty
veget ari an casserol es.

MEREDI TH
She's bringing the turkey.

They all smle.

MEREDI TH ( CONT' D)
How about you?

EVI E

| nsuf f erabl e cousins in Southport.
MEREDI TH

Your sister will be there?
EVI E

Yes, the saving grace. Sonetinmes we
escape the relatives and go out to
the car between dinner and pie tine
and snoke a joint.

Cam and Meredith | augh.



EVI E (CONT' D)
Ch, you two.

CAM
Evi e MacEl voy -- Dope Fi end!

EVI E
St op!

CAM
Is that the only tinme you have a
joint or do all those freshnen paper
?n Ronmeo and Jul i et make you reach
or --

EVI E
-- No, no. |It's sonething Sharon

S

and | used to do when we were younger.

Now it's an old tine's sake thing.
And it...

(downpl ays it)
Vll, it snoothes sone of the edges
we have now.

CAM
Li ke what ?

EVI E
Sister stuff.

CAM
Li ke?

EVI E

Who can roll the best joint.

They | augh but:

A beat,

CAM
No, really, what kind of stuff do
you two tangle over --

EVI E
(overl appi ng)
-- So what's your plan of action
after you get your pathol ogy report?

Cam deci des not to dog Evie with that

guestioning. |Instead:

CAM
Wait and see what it says. Not much
el se | can do.

EVI E
| know from Sharon's case, you've
got to get ahead of the curve. Read
the signs, tune in to your body --

line of

31.
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CAM
-- Listen to ny car mechanic --
EVI E
-- Whatever it takes.
CAM
So your sister's in the clear?
EVI E
Yes. The second scan cane out fine,
no shadow. It re-affirnmed the reality
| put out there: a clean bill of
heal t h.
CAM
"Put it out there'?
EVI E
| used a variety of techniques.
CAM
Li ke what ?
EVI E

| did a power grid for one thing.

Ni ne squares, three across, three
down and | put Sharon's nanme in the
center. Then | put power totens in
all the other boxes -- things | knew
woul d support her -- a picture of

her boyfriend, the nanme of her
favorite song, her favorite book. |
said a prayer over the grid every

nor ni ng.

VEREDI TH
That's | ovely.

EVI E

| stopped short of driving to a Navajo
shrine but |I'm not above that.

CAM
But everything you did was irrel evant
because that first scan was probably
soneone el se's.

MEREDI TH

(to Cam
You originally said that eating
organi c and cutting back on candy
was irrelevant because that shadow
on the scan neant cancer. Now you
say what they're doing is irrel evant
because the scan bel onged to soneone
el se. You can't keep saying
everything is irrelevant!
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CAM
| can say whatever | damm wel | want!

EVI E
| choose to believe | had a positive
impact. Cam if we'd gone wth that
first scan, they woul d' ve sent Sharon

down the cheno road again -- for
not hi ng. And you know how hard t hat
road is.

Cam concedes that, then

CAM
So, if you' d done a power grid for
Bob and Li nda woul d Bob not have
crashed his plane?

EVI E
... There were a lot of factors with
Bob and Li nda.

CAM
VWhat kind of factors?

EVI E
... I"ve since found out that Bob
had sone accidents earlier in his
life. A near-fatal car crash. A
bi ke crash when he was vacati oni ng
in France. WMaybe those were warning
signs and he wasn't paying attention.

CAM
Vell, it's all water under the bridge
now.

EVI E

Ckay then. \What kind of choices are
you maki ng now?

CAM
| told you, I"'mwaiting to see what
nmy scan says!

EVI E

Cam are you in the driver's seat or
the fear seat?

Cam hoi sts the headboard up over her head |i ke a superhero.

CAM
I"mtaking this to your car. [|I'm
putting it in the back seat.

She exits.

MEREDI TH
Thank you for trying.
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EVI E
Good luck. [I've got you both in ny
prayers.
Evie exits. LIGHTS SH FT to..

SCENE 11

.. the plastic chairs in the oncology waiting area. Cam
and Meredith sit down and anxiously await test results. Cam
stretches her hand with the cut on it.

VEREDI TH
You're getting your nobility back

Cam nods, then uses her hand as it's a talking | obster.

CAM
"W conme in peace. Fromthe Lobster
Nation."
They | augh.
CAM ( CONT' D)
| think that girl |aughed, too.
(then)
Her hair's grown back.
MEREDI TH
Yeah.
CAM
Maybe we'l|l both get clean scans
t oday.
Meredi th nods.
CAM ( CONT' D)

My hand heal ed pretty easily. Wy
can't cancer heal that way?

MVEREDI TH
Maybe it can. Maybe we just don't
know t he key.

CAM
| feel good. The fuzziness is
passing. M stamna is com ng back
Maybe those are good signs.

Meredith nods, then, with sone judgnent:
VEREDI TH
You're going to finish the
Ri chardsons' table and chairs by
Christmas, aren't you?

Cam nods.



CAM
Don't be mad. Thanks to them ny
insurance is paid up through the end
of the year.

Meredith nods she gets it, then:

MEREDI TH
Their table | ooks beautiful.
CAM
Thank you.
MEREDI TH
| think it's your best yet. | like

how t he ends curve under..
(makes a curve with
her hand)
| kept running ny hand over it.
Where did you get that idea?

Cam gestures to the heavens, the ethers.

MEREDI TH ( CONT' D)
Do you always trust you'll get design
i deas?

Cam nods.

CAM
They al ways cone.
(then)
The Ri chardsons reconmended ne to
soneone. A gay guy, naned Klint.

Wth a "K."
MEREDI TH
Have you seen Klint's hone, is
it nice?
CAM
| have and it is.
MEREDI TH
Does he entertain a |ot?
CAM

He does and | know | can't get his
tabl e order done by his Christnas
party, so stop fishing. You're so

bad at it.
MEREDI TH
| try.
CAM
" m hoping for |ate January. |If

today's scan...



VEREDI TH
Fi ngers crossed..
CAM
So what do you want for Christms?
VEREDI TH
... I"'mgood. | have everything I
need.
CAM

C nmon. You do this every year.

Meredith shrugs, then tosses out:

Meredith |

MEREDI TH
... The new Anne Tyl er novel. Sone
of that muffin mx fromthe Homegrown
restaurant.

CAM
Now, c¢'non, | want to do sonet hing
really nice.
MEREDI TH
| have you.
(then)

We have to figure out what to get
Ni ece Brooke and Nephew Andy.

CAM
Cnmon, | want to get you a big ticket
item give me a big, crazy dream

ust shakes her head.
MEREDI TH

What does Andy want ?
CAM

(sighs, gives up)
Last year it was dunmp trucks, this
year it's robots.

VEREDI TH
They're hard-wired to want that stuff,
aren't they?

CAM

Except for Klint.

(they chuckl e, then:)
: I was thinking of making Andy a
wooden chest to keep his toys in.

(then)
God, | don't think | can finish it
by Chri stnas...

MEREDI TH
There's always his birthday, that's
not til sumrer, right?

36.
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VA CE
(of f)
Cat herine Mary Vogel..? W have
some good news. Your tunors have
shrunk.

A frozen beat, then LIGHTS SHI FT.
SCENE 12

They stagger hone, deliriously over the noon.

CAM
Om god. ..
MEREDI TH
Yay!!!
CAM
They shrank... Om god...
MEREDI TH
-- Yay!!! --
CAM
-- Omgod, is this real?
MEREDI TH
Yes, dammi t!
CAM
Whooooo! A toast! It's tinme for a
t oast !
VMEREDI TH
VWhat do we have?!
CAM

(rummagi ng)
Beer, w ne, Scotch..

VEREDI TH
We don't own Scot ch.

CAM
Then what's this?

VEREDI TH
Oh -- Mona's husband nust've |eft
it...

CAM
Hey -- here's that w ne your sister
sent fromtheir trip to Napa Vall ey!
Yeah!

MEREDI TH
Perfect!

Meredith gets gl asses, Camuncorks the wine, pours a lot for
Meredith and a sip for her.
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MEREDI TH ( CONT' D)

You know what? 1'd like to go on a
nice trip next sumer.
CAM

Then | shall take you on one. \Were
woul d you like to go?

VEREDI TH
... Oregon -- |'ve always wanted to
see Oregon.

CAM
Finally she tells ne what she wants!

MEREDI TH
The whol e coast of Oregon! G een
forests, waves crashing on rocks --
and Crater Lake, we have to see Crater
Lake!

They laugh. They raise their glasses. The laughter is gone.
Silence. They |ook at each other. Tears well up for both
of them

CAM
To... us.

VEREDI TH
To us. To you.

CAM
And you.

They clink glasses and take a sip. Then Camraises her glass
agal n.

CAM ( CONT' D)
To chenpb. As godawful as it was.

They clink glasses and take anot her sip.
CAM ( CONT' D)

D pped in fuckin' battery acid from
t he inside out.

MEREDI TH
Well, it fuckin" worked.
CAM
And Evie kept trying to wave red
flags. 'What's your gut say??
Well, it said | felt good. So there.
MEREDI TH

Don't be so hard on her. She's been
t hrough a tough three years with
Shar on.
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CAM
Yeah, but c'non, Sharon's scan? A
sinple mx-up in the lab. | don't

care how many chants and grids and
spel I's Evie did.

MEREDI TH
| did a grid for you.

Cam | ooks at her.

MEREDI TH ( CONT' D)

So maybe it wasn't just the chenp

and your kick-ass attitude.

(then)
And it's no nore airy-fairy than you
getting a table design from..

She gestures to the heavens. Point taken.

CAM
What did you put on the grid?

MEREDI TH
What do you care, you don't believe
init.

CAM
| believe in you.

Meredi t h nods thanks.

A beat .

MEREDI TH
It's done its job, so let's nove on.
Are you going to keep going with the
chermo to finish off the tunors?

CAM
|"mgonna try the R F. A thing.
VEREDI TH
Radi o Frequency..?
CAM
Yeah --
VEREDI TH

-- Ablation -- Radi o Frequency
Abl ati on.

CAM
Yeah. | liked how the doctor used
the word "kill." Gonna burn the
tunmor and KILL it. Not shrink it.
VEREDI TH

| nst ead of chenp not with cheno?

39.
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CAM
Yeah. This is ny Plan B

MEREDI TH
Did you want ny opinion on it?

CAM
Yes, pl ease.

VEREDI TH
... You had good |uck with the cheno.
And the RF. A thingis alittle
experinment al .
(then)
That's all |'m saying.

CAM

| can have good luck with the R F. A,
t 0o.

(a beat)
Yeah, the wonman in the waiting room
did great with cheno, but the doctor
said the chenp next time would be
stronger -- plus harder on ne. And
t he neuropathy and fog brain nearly
drove nme nuts.

MEREDI TH
You nean it kept you from working.

CAM
(ignoring that)
Three tunors, three needl e zaps.
And a few days after each burn, 1'1]I
feel fine.

MEREDI TH
Cam it's not |like you' re having
nol es renoved. And may | add the
doctor said RF. A allows patients to
"aggressively continue chenot herapy.'

CAM
C non, today's too good of a day to
fight. | want to celebrate. 1In
fact, you know what, | want to cal
Jillian and Gary -- that's how good
| feel.
t heir nunber.

CAM ( CONT' D)

(to Meredith)
Let's have pizza!

(on the phone)
Gary! Caml Yeah, long tine! Hey,
the Pacers are on fire, huh?

(wi nks at Meredith)
How are sal es? Geat, great.

( MORE)



CAM ( CONT' D)
Yeah, nme, too. |'ve had sone of ny
bi ggest orders yet this year. She's
fine -- she's in the running for

Teacher of the Year at her school,
how about that? Yeah. Hey, we were
gonna get Andy a robot for Christmnas
and I was gonna nmake hima big chest
to put his toys in, hows that sound?
Great, great. So we have to work
out the timng for Santa to deliver

t he goodies. The robot's no problem
but I haven't started on the toy box
yet and, uh, I'm uh, trying a new
treatnment in Decenber...

Meredi t h nods encouragi ngly.

She hangs

CAM ( CONT' D)

No, not a furniture sealant, a nedica

thing... Ah, ny immune systemis
down... OCh, gosh, it's, | mght as
well tell you, Gary, it's cancer.
... No, no, uh, lung cancer. It's a
freak acci dent non-snoker thing.
But, thanks to chenb, ny tunors
shrank, so we're junpin' up and down
over here. And like |I said, I'm
about to start a second treatnent,
so by Christmas | should be feelin
pretty good and could get goin' on
the toy chest.

(then, vul nerabl e)
Y' know, Gare, it's been real crazy,
what's the G ateful Dead song? ' What
a long, strange trip,' trying to
sort through everything, all the
treatments, and renenber how brutal
it was with Mom-- ah -- yeah, | can
hear himin the background -- what's
he doi ng? Can you put himon the
phone? Well, yeah, don't let him
tear up the sofa. GCkay. Ckay.
Gve hima hug for nme. Tell Jillian
| said hi... Ckay, bye.

up. Stunned.
CAM ( CONT' D)

Coul d he have gotten off the phone
any faster?

MEREDI TH
|"msorry. Wat did he say?
CAM

(very clipped)
"That's awful. Andy, put that down!!
Well. Good |uck.'

41.
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She exits.
a nunber.

She hangs
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VEREDI TH
|"msorry. Honey, don't let it throw
you. You got sonme good news today.

We're celebrating. You call in the
pi zza order and I'll go pick it up.
kay? Okay?

Cam a bi g hug.

MEREDI TH ( CONT' D)
Ckay, bathroom sweater, noney...

After a few beats, Cam zonbie-like, speed dials
CAM
Uh, yeah... a l|large pepperoni and

mushroom .. and a | arge sal ad, no
garbanzo beans. Uh, Meredith. Ckay.
Thanks.

up... goes into a flashback.

LI GATS SHI FT. Cam brings on cut pieces of wood. She tries

to assenb

e them by bringing ends together to nake a corner

but things aren't going well.

She hears

Cam | ooks
a nonent,

CAM ( CONT" D)
Man!
(then)

Ah!
(then)
Dang it!

yelling fromupstairs.

GARY
(of f)
Get off ny friggin' back! This is
not friggin bootcanp! |'mnot one
of your EMPLOYEES you can order
around!

up to where the basenent door would be. She waits
the yelling is done, so she calls out:

CAM
Gary? |1'mdown here! Gary?

A beat, then Gary storns on, distracted.

CAM ( CONT' D)
What was goi ng on up there?

GARY
"Pull your weight!' Jeeze, | go to
school, I"'ma starter on the

basketball team |I'min the chess
club and I"'mbuilding this friggin
chest .
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She does.
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CAM
What did he want you to do?
GARY
Change the sheets or towels or sone
damm t hi ng.
hi s wat ch.
CAM
You got practice?
GARY

No. What's the friggin' problem
down here??

CAM
Don't yell at ne. The slats aren't
fitting together, we have to do that
mtre box thing. You promsed to --

GARY
-- Hand nme the wood that needs the
corners done.

He gets the mitre box.

GARY ( CONT' D)
You pick the angle you want and then
put the wood in here and the sawin --

CAM
-- Stop! You're going too fast.
|''mnot a math whi z.

GARY
It's not math. 1t's a friggin BOX
CAM
Well, whatever it is, I'"mnot an
expert |ike YOU
GARY

And |I''m not an expert in taking care
of sick people, so why am| getting
dragged into it?

CAM
"Cause it's Mom |eeze.

GARY
You put the piece of wood in here,
you cal cul ate the angle by turning
this. That's all there is to it.
Mark the angle, cut, boom you're
done. And I'moutta here.

CAM
Gary, wait, let ne cut the first
piece to nake sure | --
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GARY
-- | don't have time for this
bul I shit!
CAM
Gary!! It's only a week til
Christmas, | gotta get this done and
| don't want to just slap it togeth --
GARY

-- Look, I'mgone. |If Dad asks you
where | went, just say you don't
know.

He storns off. Cam/|l ooks stunned.

CAM
Gary! Wat are you going -- GARY!

Meredith, now in a sweater, enters with her purse, grabs her
coat .

MEREDI TH
Al set?

Camcan't quite snap out of the flashback.

VEREDI TH ( CONT' D)
Hey... you okay? Can? Canf? Honey,
forget the call with Gary.

CAM
How?

MEREDI TH
... | don't know... focus on the
good news. W got good news. You're
gonna be okay.

CAM
You know that for a fact?

Meredith isn't sure how to answer that.

CAM ( CONT" D)
How do you know?

VEREDI TH
The tunors shrank.

CAM
Wy ?

MEREDI TH
The cheno, maybe the grid... Honey,
just go with it.

CAM
It what?
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VEREDI TH
... Ckay. Mybe we're WIley Coyote
running off the cliff and there's
not hi ng hol ding us up. But SOMVE
peopl e have beaten cancer and why
not go with the idea that you're
gonna be one of them And you know
what, the alternative SUCKS. |'m
gonna go get the pizza.

She exits. Cam stands there |lost as ever. She | ooks around

as if the answer is somewhere here... She sees the little
nodel chest made out of Popsicle sticks. She holds it again.
puts it down, sad. She goes to a wooden chair... rubs it...
then holds on tightly to it.
CAM
A well-built chair will never Iet
you down.

(off-hand, not really
addr essi ng God)
God, what do | do?

(then)
Look at that. Like everyone else |
say "God."

(louder, officially
addr essi ng God)
God: VWhat do I do? Wich treatnent?

Not hi ng but sil ence.

CAM ( CONT" D)
Speak up. | need sonme help here! |
need sone i nput!
(with no answers
forthcomng...)
Yeah, right. Fat chance.

(then)
Maybe | can get sone of Andy's toy
chest done before Christnmas... and
what ever god danmm treatnent | pick
next. ..

Resol ved, she puts back the little chest, pulls out a CD
puts it on the stereo... Christmas MJSI C PLAYS. She goes
off... a few beats... she cones back on carrying a Skil Saw.

CAM ( CONT' D)
VWarner in here.

She goes to the [unber of the half-finished "Moni chest which

will now serve as Andy's toy chest.
CAM ( CONT" D)
Let's see... nmaybe two and a hal f

feet by one and a half..?

She plugs the SkilSaw in... hits the "on" button... nothing.
Tries it a few tines.
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CAM ( CONT' D)
Oh, for Pete's sake...

She unplugs it, tries a different plug, w ggles the cord,

tries the "on" button again... and this tinme there's an ARC
and SPARK and it knocks Cam on her ass.
CAM ( CONT' D)
AHHH!

The LI GHTS go eerie and bluish. Cam's no | onger 100%
consci ous.

After a few beats, a man appears. This is BOB. He could be
pl ayed by the sane actor playing Gary. Hi s clothes are torn,
his face black and blue... he's barely holding it together.
He | ooks at Camfor a few beats.

BOB
Caim.. Cam.. Cam..

CAM
(groggy)
Huh?
BOB
Cam wake up

CAM
Huh?

BOB
Cam you have to wake up

CAM
Ckay.

A beat .

BOB
Cam wake up

CAM
(eyes finally open)

(then)
Who are you?

Ckay

BOB
Bob.

CAM
Bob who?

BOB
Li nda' s husband.

She slowy sits up.



He nods.

He starts
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CAM
Li nda... Bob...
(then)
Bob and Linda. Evie's friends.
(stares at hinm

Bob??
BOB

Yeah.
CAM

Where... are you here or...?
BOB

| " m gone.
CAM

&one. .. ?
BOB

| mss ny wife... and ny son.
CAM

" m so sorry.
BOB

Coul d you say hi to themfor ne?
CAM

Uh, sure. O course.

to go.
CAM ( CONT' D)

Uh, Bob, wait. |'ve got sone

guestions. \Wat happened with the
pl ane crash? Did you see it com ng?
Coul d you have prevented it?

BOB
| made sonme mi st akes.

CAM
Li ke what ?

BOB
| wasn't paying attention.

CAM
To what ?

BOB
Linda. M life.

CAM
But in the plane..

BOB
[t's all the sane.
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CAM
(] eeze)
Uh, okay, forget the plane crash for
a sec -- which treatnent should | do
next? Chenmo, R F. A, and then there's
the nutrition angle -- |Iike no sugar --
BOB
What do you believe in?
CAM

Well, chenpo and the R F. A needle
thing -- they're both pretty good,

right?
BOB
What do you think?
CAM
Whi ch one, Bob, which one?
BOB
Wi ch do you believe in?
CAM
| don't know.
BOB
Everyone believes in sonething.
CAM
Vell, | don't believe in God, | don't
believe in mracles, | don't believe
in angels, | barely believe in
sci ence!
BOB
Tell Linda and Shawn hello. Tell
them!| | ove them
He vani shes.
CAM

Wait, wait, what do | do? Wh-what
should | have faith in?! Bob, CQVE
BACK!!  BOB!'!!

He's gone. Cam col |l apses on the floor. The Christnmas MJSI C
conmes back in: a sinple, understated version of "Ch Holy

Ni ght" by Karan Casey fromA Christmas Celtic Sojourn. LIGHTS
FADE, MJSI C FADES. A few beats.

SCENE 13

LIGHTS UP. It's now a short tine later. Camis sitting on
the couch or at the table still woozy, Meredith is hol ding
her hand, the pizza box and sal ad box sit unopened. Sever al
beats, finally:



Meredith gets her cell phone, speed dials soneone.

She hangs

VEREDI TH
Do you want ne to call her?
CAM

Yes.

MEREDI TH
... H, Bvie. W're fine. Unh, |'II
explain why I'masking this later,
but renenber Bob and Linda? Wat's
their son's nane?

(a beat)
Okay. Thanks. Yeah, 1'll explain
| ater, prom se. Thanks. Bye.
up.
VEREDI TH ( CONT' D)
It's Shawn.

END OF ACT ONE
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Then:

LI GATS QUT.
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ACT TWO
SCENE 14
In the dark: the sound of a BLENDER LI GHTS COVE UP on the
living roomthat now has sone Christmas decorations added to

it. Camis in the kitchen tossing veggies into a bl ender
w th great delight.

CAM
Hah hah!
(more veggi es)
Ka- pow
(nore)
Vr oooom

Meredith enters fromthe bedroom all dolled up. Camshuts
of f the bl ender.

MEREDI TH
How do | | ook?

CAM
Good enough to eat. Oh, wait, we
did that earlier.

VEREDI TH
Ch, stop. I'msorry you can't cone.
CAM
| did cone.
VEREDI TH
Oh, Lord.
CAM
| won't miss anything. You'll be

getting tanked on spi ked eggnog and
di scussi ng homeroom politics,
MacBet h, Principal Ed... oh, wait,
Principal Ed IS MacBet h.

Chuckl es.
CAM ( CONT' D)
My i mmune systemw || be ready to
rock by New Year's Eve, we'll be

danci ng on the roof.

Meredith | ooks dubi ously at her.

CAM ( CONT" D)

By Valentine's Day for sure.
MEREDI TH

Absol utely. I'm skipping the roof

part.

Cam sal utes with her veggi e drink.
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CAM
"' m gonna market this. 'Cams Cancer-
Fi ghting Concoction.'

Meredith smles and then passes by the dining roomtable
upon which sits a stack of wooden pl aques.

VEREDI TH
Now, don't work too hard on these.

CAM

They' re square pieces of wood with
shellac on 'em

(reads froma stack

of certificates)
'Best Scarlet Letter Essay,' 'Funniest
Hal | oneen Story.' Think this'l
hel p you cinch Teacher of the Year?

MEREDI TH
Crmon, | do this every year. This
is not a ploy or a canpaign strategy.
CAM

You' ve been there eight years. You'd
think they'd have given it to you by

now.
VEREDI TH
They give it to... it's nore politics
than nmerit sonetines.
CAM
Do you fantasize doi ng your acceptance
speech?
VEREDI TH

No. Except for the evil eye that
" m shooting at Principal Ed.

(as Ed)
'Meat and pot at oes, we need to be
teachi ng neat and potatoes, not frou
frou stuff." He throws that at ne
every senester. Wen did literature
become frou frou? The stuff we get
from The G apes of Wath or To Kil
a Mockingbird is hardly fr --

A KNOCK at the door, Camanswers it, it's Evie. She's also
dressed for the holiday party... and golly, she's already
downed a cocktail or two.

CAM

Woa, it's Evie of the Evening.
EVI E

Ho, ho, ho!
CAM

Sl i nky Sexy Sant a.



EVI E
Mrmhmm

CAM
(sniffing)
Say, Santa's been sippin the eggnog
al r eady.

Evi e | ooks caught. Cam oops.

CAM ( CONT' D)
Oh, ah. ..
MEREDI TH
Ah, really?
EVI E
Just one tiny, itty bitty...
MEREDI TH

You're the designated driver, it's
my turn to be the | ush.

EVI E
One. One-ish.
VEREDI TH
How "ish"?
EVI E
| just... it was a long day... not
horrible, just |ongish.
CAM
How "ish"?
EVI E
... It started this norning... and
ended about a half hour ago.
CAM
That sounds nore |long than "ish."
VEREDI TH
VWat was the probl enf?
EVI E
Not hi ng.
VEREDI TH

" mtaki ng your car keys and | eaving
you here with Cam and her tools of

torture.
EVI E
Rel ati ves.
CAM

Anyone we know and care about?

52.



EVI E
(sees the plaques)
Oh, there's Meredith's annual awards.
"Most Likely to Dethrone MacBeth."
|"d never come up with something

like this.
CAM

Wiy do you al ways dodge ny questions?
EVI E

It's the Christnas season, Cam let's
have Peace on Earth.

CAM
Shar on?

A few beats, Evie finally nods.

CAM ( CONT' D)
Bad news?
EVI E
Well, not exactly. She wants to

stop taking Tanoxi fen as her follow
up. She hates the side effects. Qur
aunt, her boyfriend, two cousins and
a niece are backing her up. Thank
God | have a lot of cell phone

m nut es.
VEREDI TH
And you?
EVI E
She's supposed to take it for five
year s!
CAM

It's her life.

EVI E
She's got blind spots! She's not
thinking clearly! She's in denial!

CAM
Yeah, but if she doesn't believe a
hundred percent that Tanoxifen is
gonna hel p her then --

EVI E
The gospel according to Bob.

CAM
He's Bob. Not God. My RF. A thing's
ri sky, too, and so far so good.

EVI E
Maybe Bob'Il conme visit Sharon. O
ne.
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CAM
| nearly got electrocuted in the
process. | don't reconmend it.
(then)
How s Li nda?
EVI E
So-so. I've only talked to her once
since | told her..
CAM
She was happy then, right?
EVI E
Bittersweet.
(then)
Wy you?
CAM
| don't know. Al | knowis | asked
for hel p.
EVI E
You didn't even know Bob
CAM

That's probably a plus. It was freaky

enough as it was.

(then)
Stop looking at ne as if |I'm special.
|"mstill stunbling through this.

EVI E
You were given an incredible gift.

CAM
Which I'"mgrateful for but don't
conpl etel y under st and.

EVI E
Then get on it.

CAM

Don't yell at nme 'cause you' re nad
at Sharon! M gut said go with the
RFA, sol did. | started eating
nore veggi es --

(gets her drink)
-- 'cause when | couldn't sleep that
ni ght Bob stopped by, | turned on
the TV, and boom | saw this doctor
who specializes in treating cancer
patients. She was tal king about how
| oaded with mcro-nutrients certain
foods |ike kale and cauliflower are.

(then)
She al so said no sugar.

EVI E
You wouldn't listen to ne.
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Si | ence.

Evi e nods,
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CAM
Maybe | wasn't ready.
(then)
Ch, crap, you were nad at ne cause |
woul dn't listen to you, now you're
mad at ne anyway. Stop judging ne.
St op j udgi ng Shar on.

EVI E
Leave Sharon out of this!

CAM
YQU bring her into this -- and | AM
rooting for her but why can't you
| et her make her own deci sions?
What's eating at YOU?

MEREDI TH
Cam

CAM
C mon, M ss New Ager, Mss Get Ahead
of the Curve & Read the Signs, put
it on the line, what's going on with
YOU?

EVI E
She's ny little sister! | can't let
her diel! Qur mama left and | was in
charge and by God, she's not dying
on ny wat ch!

Cam nods she gets it. Several beats, then:

MEREDI TH
O kay... ah, | haven't had any adult
beverages yet, why don't | drive
your car to Fran's and then you'l
be sober for the drive hone, sound
good?

she angles for the door.

MEREDI TH ( CONT' D)
(ki ssing Cam
Don't wait up.

CAM
Drink some adult beverages for ne.

VEREDI TH
WI 1l do.

The two wonen exit. Cam |l ooks |longingly out the w ndow at

t hem
pl aques.

Then she takes her drink and goes to work on the

She | ooks up after a bit. Mghty lonely and quiet.

She tosses a plaque aside and goes into a flashback.

SCENE 15
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LI GHATS SHI FT, as a teenager, Camgoes to the dimy lit
basenment and works on her nom s storage chest.

CAM
| can do this... | can do this..
(checks her watch or
a cl ock)
4 a.m, ww, |'ve never stayed up

this |l ate before...

She's having trouble getting the pieces of wood to stay in
pl ace so she can put the nails in.

CAM ( CONT' D)
| could use a third hand. Maybe I
could grow one... great project for
bi ol ogy cl ass. ..
(boards fall, she
t hrows hamrer down)
| need a vice... Gary, why don't we

have a vi ce?!

A LI GHT COMES ON upstairs.

The LI GHT
t he dark:

Si | ence.
Fl ashback
present .
She | ooks

her phone. ..

nunber .

CAM ( CONT" D)
Uh, hi, Dad... Nothing... Really?
| haven't | ooked at a clock... Making
sonething... No, it can't wait, it's
a Christmas present... It's Friday
night, I don't HAVE to... |'M NOT
GO NG TOBED. |'M G NG TO FI NI SH

THI SI' GO AWAY, | CAN DO I T MYSELF

upstairs GOES QUT. A few beats, Cam whispers in
CAM ( CONT" D)

Gary, please cone back.

She | ooks at the pieces of wood, in despair.
ends, LIGHTS SHI FT. Cam cones back into the

She goes to the wi ndow and | ooks out, still |onely.
at the plaques... her heart's not init. She eyes
tenptation... she gives in and speed dials a
CAM ( CONT" D)

Klint, hey, it's Cam And to you as
well. | thought I'd confirm our

appoi ntment: Monday, ten o'clock, |
have sone tabl e designs to show you
Great, great. Well, | wanted to
catch you before you headed out 'cause
| know you're the kind of guy who
heads out on a Saturday night.

(fake surprise)
Oh -- that's tonight? OCh, |I'mjust
puttering at home. Meredith has her
teachers' party.

( MORE)
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CAM ( CONT' D)
Gosh, thanks, Klint, that's so sweet,
l'd love to. What tine? Perfect.
Al right, see you soon!
(hangs up)
Yes!

LI GHTS FADE as "Santa Claus is Comin' to Town" plays.
SCENE 16

MUSI C OQUT, a few beats in DARKNESS. Then LIGHTS UP. A few
days later. Camand Meredith sit in the plastic chairs.
Meredith has changed clothes. Camis having trouble breathing
and occasionally holds her side, which pronpts:

MEREDI TH
: | shoul d' ve put salt on the front
stoop. | noticed it when Evie and |
went out. ..

CAM
You keep beating yourself up. It's
water, well, ice, under the bridge.

A broken rib is a piddly-ass nothing.
Let's focus on positive npjo for the
R F. A results today. Gkay?

MEREDI TH
Ckay.

CAM
Then we're gonna go watch little
kids try and remenber the words to
"Away in a Manger.' (Ckay?

MEREDI TH
Ckay.

CAM
| changed the w ndshield w pers on
your car, they were really old.
(off Meredith's stare)
It's supposed to rain and sl eet
t oni ght .

VEREDI TH
Even though you're in pain. Wen
are you going to get over the whole
| one-wol f self-reliant thing?

VA CE
(of f)
Take a cl oser | ook.

A BRIGHT LIGHT COVES ON in front of the wonen, startling
t hem

They stand up and lean in to | ook at a "scan."



VO CE ( CONT' D)
The bl ack hol es are where the tunors
used to be in your |ungs.

CAM
Wow.
MEREDI TH
Amazi ng.
CAM
Gone.
MEREDI TH
...0Oh ny Cod.
CAM
R F. AL go, baby, go!
MEREDI TH
It's a mracl e!
CAM
We're gonna kick this nother --
VA CE
-- However:

The wonmen quickly turn to face the voice again.

VO CE (CONT' D)
W | ooked nore closely at your X-ray
froma few days ago. ..

CAM
My broken rib X-ray?

VA CE
Yes. There are sone irregularities
in your ribs...

SCENE 17
The BRI GHT LI GHT CUTS QUT. They go hone.
CAM
Fuck, fuck, fuck. | thought | was
home free!
MEREDI TH
Oh, Cod...
CAM
Now what ??
VEREDI TH

: | know t he doctor mentioned
freezing the rib, but she was really
stressing cheno again. The tunors

reared their ugly little heads w thout

t he cheno.
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CAM
Ckay, driver's seat, driver's seat.
What do | believe in?? | believed

inthe RF.A! And it worked!
pl ayed by the rul es!

MEREDI TH
You think cancer plays by the rules?

der the lunacy of that concept.

MVEREDI TH ( CONT' D)
Do you not believe in chemp? It did
wor K.

CAM

Well... sorta, yeah, well....
MEREDI TH

vel | ?
CAM

|"mjust getting started on Klint's
tabl e and then...

MEREDI TH
And then...?

CAM
: He |liked ny table design so much
he wants a dresser and a coupl e of
ni ght stands for his bedroom

VEREDI TH
That's not your specialty.

CAM
| knew you'd say sonething. Meredith
| can do it, plus those extra pieces
will pay a lot of ny health insurance
for the second half of the year

MEREDI TH
When were you going to tell nme about
Klint's new order?

CAM
| wanted it to be a surprise. | was
gonna tell you.
MEREDI TH
When, the spring equi nox?
CAM
Don't be silly.
MEREDI TH

So when?
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CAM
Jeeze, | was going to tell you on
Chri st mas!
(off Meredith's | ook)
What ?
MEREDI TH
| don't know if | believe you
CAM
What ??
MEREDI TH

You hear the siren call of your wood
shop and then finesse everything
i ncludi ng your health to do the work.

CAM
| was going to tell you

MEREDI TH
If we weren't standing here talking
about your rib tunors, | really doubt

that Klint's new order woul d' ve cone
out until the dresser and end tabl es
were wel |l under way.

CAM
| don't appreciate being called a
liar.

VEREDI TH
| f the shoe fits.

CAM

Oh, thanks a mllion, Meredith! And
you know what? You're mssing the
Twi i ght Zone good side to all this:
They woul dn't have found the rib
tunmors without that X-ray, and |

woul dn't have had an X-ray w t hout
falling on the ice out front.

MEREDI TH
Well, that's a stretch.

CAM
Not any nore than you doing a power
grid and taking credit for whatever
good that brought.

VEREDI TH
... Ckay. So let's start with a
clean slate: Anything else you'd
like to tell me, any other furniture
orders... health issues...?

A few beats.
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CAM
wasn't getting a CD out of ny
that night. | fell com ng

back fromKlint's Christmas party,

whi ch
the s
The |
coupl

| went to spur of the nonent
ame night as your teacher party.
one-wol f was lonely. | had a
e of beers and before you know

it, Klint and | were yamering away,

and t
order

hen, boom he placed the extra

VEREDI TH

You went to a party and put your

i mmun
you!
this
what .
treat

e systemat risk?? How dare
You're not the only one on
sl og through hell. Tell you
You pi ck whi chever fucking
ment you want! | don't care!

Meredith exits to the bedroom slamm ng a door if possible.

Camis crushed.

After a few beats, she gets her cell phone,

takes a few nonments to nuster her courage and then speed

di al s.

CAM

Get off the plane before it crashes.

(

Kl i nt answers)

H, Klint. Good, fine, it's com ng

al ong
for t
wor ke

. I've ordered the big piece
he table top. Yeah, |'ve never
d with Japanese Mapl e before,

it's gonna be a real treat.
During the followi ng, Meredith eventually cones to the doorway
to listen.

CAM ( CONT" D)

Uh, listen, | was being overly

optimstic thinking I could get the

tabl e done by m d-January. [It'll be

nore |like md-to-late February. No,

nothing's wong, |, | just have sone

strained ribs that are taking tine

to heal. No, I'mdoing all the right
things so healing is underway. Ah,

yeah, the other order, |I'm gonna
play it by ear... Klint, | have to
see how the healing goes. | promse,
| will get to -- no, |I'mnot working
on soneone else's order. Klint,

bear with me. Your furniture wll
get done and it'll be beautiful.

Gve ne alittle tinme. Okay. kay.

Bye.
She hangs up.

Meredith enters.
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CAM ( CONT' D)
|"ve put off Klint. [1'Il call the
doctor's office and have them set up
the napal mdrip at their earliest
conveni ence.

After a few beats:

MVEREDI TH
... At the holiday party, Fran's
husband nentioned there's an
unexpected opening in the Conparative
Lit departnment at |.U this comng
senester. The woman's having a rocky
pregnancy. Her doctor just told her
recently to do bed rest.

CAM
s it full tinme? Does it have
donestic partner benefits?

MEREDI TH
|'d have to ask.

CAM
Well, if you don't get the benefits
for being a part-tinmer, what's the
poi nt ?

VEREDI TH

It's a foot in the door. Then
could go for a full-time position.

CAM
Wiy not wait and see if the next
round of chenb works?

VEREDI TH
W won't know that for nmonths. This
j ob opening is now.

St and- of f .

MEREDI TH ( CONT' D)
| "' m gonna get ready for tonight.

Meredith exits.

Cam hesitates, doesn't follow her. Instead she |ights sone
Christmas candl es, stares at themfor several nonents.
Meredith re-enters, wearing a nice sweater. She gets her
coat .

VEREDI TH ( CONT' D)
You changi ng?

CAM
| don't know if |'m going.
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VEREDI TH
If you can go to Klint's party, you
can go hear six-year-olds sing 'Away

in a Manger.'
CAM
| feel like a hypocrite. | don't
go to church the rest of the year.
MEREDI TH

That hasn't stopped you before on
Chri stmas Eve.

CAM
This year 1'll look like I'm
trying to curry favor, get in good
so I'l'l get sone good health in
return.
VEREDI TH

What if God is bigger than that?
The lung tunors are gone. Let's go
gi ve thanks for that.

CAM
Wiy do we have to say thank you in a
church?

MEREDI TH

We don't. But I want to. Let's go
feel we're part of sonething bigger.
Sonet hi ng gr ander.

Cam finally nods.

CAM
"1l go change.

Camexits to the bedroom

VEREDI TH
"1l go warm up the car.

Meredith blows out the candles, exits out the front door.
SCENE 18

Fl ashback, as a teenager, Camenters with a Polaroid picture.
She pauses, | ooks anxi ous.

VA CE
You can go in now, she's awake.

Nervously Cam cones into her Momis hospital room

CAM
Hey, Mom .. Merry Christnmas. |It's
gonna snow toni ght, eight inches

t hey sai d.
( MORE)



SCENE 19

She exits.
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CAM ( CONT' D)
Good for my shoveling business. Unh,
| made sonething for you. Dad
wouldn't let me bring it so we
borrowed a Pol aroid canera fromthe
MIlers and | took a picture.
(shows it to her)

Can you see it? It's a chest, like
Grandnma has -- well, not as big, but
it'"ll still hold a |lot.
(beans)
Thanks. Not conpletely, Gary hel ped
me. | finished it on ny own, though.
(then)

... The cops found himin Ckl ahona
Cty. He called Uncle Herb's and
asked for Kevin. Uncle Herb figured
out who it was and call ed the cops.
Gary had told Kevin he was at a
McDonal d's and the cops found him

t here.
(then)
When can you cone honme? | hate Dad's
cooki ng.
(then)
| mss you.
Meredith enters and sits in a plastic chair.

VA CE

Thanks for com ng in.
VEREDI TH

Thank you for seeing ne.
VA CE

Bl oom ngton North, huh?
VEREDI TH

Ei ght years.
VA CE

Bill and Fran nentioned you do a

super job of engaging the students.
MEREDI TH

Well, Fran's great, too, and al

three of us collaborated on a fund
rai sing project |ast year for
under privil eged ki ds.

VA CE
Hearts for Arts, | went to that --
you shoul d be proud.

MEREDI TH
Thank you.
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VO CE
| don't see Conp Lit on your resune...
MEREDI TH

| | ooked at the syllabus for the

class and |'ve actually taught a few
of the books that are required readi ng
init and I'mfamliar with the rest.

VA CE
That's great. |, uh, noticed you
don't have your Masters..
MEREDI TH

| have a few classes towards it and
|"ve al ready picked out what | want
to take this sunmmer.

VA CE
Not this senester?

CAM

(of f)

Mer edi t h?

MEREDI TH
No.

VA CE
Any particular...?

MEREDI TH

My life's alittle full right now.
Summer will be nuch better

VA CE
Wonderful. Well, let us know when
you' ve got that degree in hand.
CAM
(of
Mer edi t

Meredith | eaves t
onto the couch.

SCENE 20

e "office" and goes home. Cam has craw ed

CAM ( CONT' D)
Col d.

Meredith gets Cam a bl anket and tucks her in, then goes to
grade papers at the table.

CAM ( CONT" D)
Bright.

Meredith gets up, turns the lights down, sits back down.

CAM ( CONT' D)
Musi c.
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Meredith gets up, brings an i Pod to Cam

MEREDI TH
Wul dn't you feel better in bed?
CAM

Lonel y.

Meredith tries to fit the ear buds in for Cam but Camcan't
get confortable.

CAM ( CONT" D)
Everything hurts.

Meredith doesn't know what to do except for perhaps weep.

CAM ( CONT' D)
Uh oh. Bucket .
MEREDI TH
Still in the kitchen, damit.

Meredith is torn between hel ping Cam wal k and runni ng for
t he bucket. She goes for hel ping Cam

CAM
| can make it.

Cam gets to the kitchen but m sses the bucket and throws up
on the floor.

CAM ( CONT' D)
l"msorry. 1'll clean it up.

VEREDI TH
You can't.

Meredith grabs paper towels, nops up. Cam stands there
| ooking forlorn. Camtries to get a drink of water, Meredith
starts to help her.

CAM
| can do it.

Cam drops the plastic cup or water bottle.

VEREDI TH
No, you can't.

CAM
Yes, | can.

Meredith picks it up, hands it to her, Camdrops it again,
Meredith picks it up and throws it in the sink hard: CRASH

VEREDI TH
No you can't.

CAM
Ckay. | can't.
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A beat. Meredith puts the cup or bottle in Camls hands and
hel ps her take a few sips. They put the cup down together.

CAM ( CONT' D)
"1l sleep in the bed.

She toddles off, Meredith wal ks behind her to make sure she
doesn't fall. LIGHTS SH FT.

SCENE 21

It's now | ate afternoon several days later. Evie takes down
Chri stmas decorations and hangs up a "Wl conme Honme, Cant
banner. Meredith enters.

EVI E
Wl come ho --

She turns and sees Camisn't with Meredith.

VEREDI TH
... They wouldn't let nme bring her
home. She has no white bl ood cells.

EVI E
" mso sorry.
(then)
Vll, | also brought dinner that you
can still enjoy: Chi nese chi cken
sal ad and chocol ate cake fromthe
Upt own Caf e.

MEREDI TH
Thank you.

EVI E
How s she doi ng?

MEREDI TH
Not throwi ng up as much. And with
the 1.V., she's not dehydrated now.

(then)

|"ve never seen her this sick.
(then)
| pressured her to do cheno.

EVI E
It worked before. That's not
pressure. That's playing the odds.
You aren't personally responsible
for the side effects.

MVEREDI TH
VWhat if | mess this up, what if |
talk her into or out of sonething --

and |'mwong?

EVI E
Meredith, you don't have that kind
of power.



A beat .

VEREDI TH
Wel |l what kind of power do | have?!
EVI E
| don't know.
VEREDI TH
But you' ve had such amazi ng success
with your sister -- and |I'm not saying
it's in your hands al one --
EVI E
-- It's not, Meredith. 1'ma very
smal | piece of it.
MEREDI TH

(uh oh)
How s she doi ng?

EVI E
| don't know. She's not speaking to
me at the nonment.

VEREDI TH
Why not ??

EVI E
Now t hat she's off Tanoxifen, she
wants to drive the car all by herself.
And now she can run it into the ditch

MVEREDI TH
| s she maki ng bad deci si ons?

EVI E
Maybe. Qur aunt had dinner with
her. She said sonething was fishy.

VEREDI TH
You need to talk to her.

EVI E
Well, that's going to be tough since
she won't return ny calls.

MEREDI TH
Maybe your aunt can get through to
her.

EVI E
I was the one sweating the details.
| did all the research, | collared
the doctors and nurses in the hallway.
MEREDI TH
You did a great job, Evie.
EVI E

| don't know what to do next.

68.
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VEREDI TH
You can pray.

EVI E
Yeah, | can pray and pray and if
Sharon chooses to skip her treatnent
or work 22 hours a day, well, then,
why bot her ?!

Silence. Meredith nods, then considers |ong and hard before
she shares this story:

MEREDI TH
... Wen | was in college | got a
call fromny sister Melissa, who was
still at home. Qur nom had gone on
a bender and fallen and cracked her
head open. The latest in five mllion
crises. | always went back. This
time... | figured, why bother. She
died fromthat head injury.

EVI E
You coul dn't save her.

Meredith shakes her head no. They stare at each other and
contenplate the ramfications of comng to that nonent in
their lives. Finally:

EVI E ( CONT' D)
Keep nme posted.

MEREDI TH
Thank you for everyt hing.

Evie nods, exits. A few beats, then LI GHTS SH FT.
SCENE 22

Camslowy enters, takes off |ayers, |ooks around.

CAM
A banner, cool.
MEREDI TH
It's from Evi e.
CAM
Did she just hang it and | eave?
MEREDI TH

She brought it last week. It's her
peace offering fromwhen you two
went at it a few weeks ago.

CAM
She's a good eqg.
(then)
How s Sharon?
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VEREDI TH

Ckay.
CAM

Ckay, nmeaning..?
VEREDI TH

Ckay.
CAM

Lying isn't your strong suit.
VEREDI TH

You just got honme, you need to rest.
CAM

| won't rest if | think you're
worried, so...

MEREDI TH
| don't want to talk about it. |
need to grade essays, |'m so behind.
CAM

Mer edi t h.

A beat, she can barely say it:

MEREDI TH
Sharon's got stage 4 bone cancer.
CAM
Cr ap.
MEREDI TH
They're giving her just a few weeks
to live.
CAM

Crap, crap, crap.

Meredi th breaks down.

MEREDI TH
Ch, God, oh, Cod...

CAM
Mere, 1'mnot Sharon. |'mnot Bob
crashing his plane. | did cheno --
twice -- | did the RF. A, |I'mgonna

do the rib freeze, | changed ny diet,
| " ve done acupuncture.

This doesn't penetrate Meredith's fatalistic outlook in the
| east .

CAM ( CONT' D)
Look, I'Ill even..

She gets a tablet and a pen.
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CAM ( CONT' D)
"Il even do a power grid.

She draws the nine squares.

CAM ( CONT" D)
See. Right here, right now Huh,
nmy nane goes in the center -- right?

And t hen, nunber one support --
Meredith -- put her there, top a the
chart. Then. ..

(a beat)
My nom

She wites that in. And what started out as a sem-flip
exerci se has turned seri ous.

CAM ( CONT' D)
M ss you. Love you. Wsh you were
her e.
(then)
Music. GCotta have tunes. Renenber
driving back fromthat trip to Uah --
what we played til the grooves wore

down?
MEREDI TH
(a fond nenory but
she's still wary)
Bruce.
CAM

Darn tootin'.

(wites it in)
Li ve from Madi son Square Garden
"My Love WIIl Not Let You Down.'
kay.

(then)
My furniture. Think |I can get the
di ning room table on one of these
squar es?

Meredith sml es.

CAM ( CONT' D)
She's got her sense of hunor back,
f ol ks.
(then)

Ckay, what can | fit on here?

Cam | ooks around at the knick knacks scattered around their
hone. ..

MEREDI TH
The little chest?
CAM
It's fromso long ago. It doesn't

really count.
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MEREDI TH
It's wood. You nmde it.
CAM
VWhat el se, what el se. ..
MEREDI TH
Vell, | think it's adorable, Popsicle
sticks and all.
CAM

|"mjust gonna wite in "woodworking,"
that can stand for all of the stuff

|"ve made. Oh -- and ny running
group. ..

(wites in one box)
Judy... Jo... Gna... OCh -- | could

add your sister and her famly,

t hey' ve al ways been great.
(wites)

Melissa... Alan... and Brooke.
(a few beats, stunped)

What did you put on your grid?

MEREDI TH
Most of the same things. | put Nephew
Andy on there.

CAM
Ch, how could | forget?
(wites Andy in)
CGotta get going on your toy chest,
buddy.
(1 ooks at the grid)
See, I'mnot the Lone Ranger.

Meredith smles, then:

VEREDI TH
Gary?

Cam wei ghs putting himon the grid.

VEREDI TH ( CONT' D)
... You know, it's kind ve funny,
but without Gary, there's no Andy.
And | know Gary's not M. Supportive
but w thout him having taught you
woodwor ki ng, woul d you be who you
are today?

LI GHTS SH FT, Cam goes into a fl ashback.
SCENE 23

Gary, who is now nore clanped down and edgy, is | ooking at
the chest Cam nade for their nom

GARY
Fi ni shed it, huh?
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CAM
Yeabh. It sucks.

GARY
Not bad but it's a little sloppy.

CAM
If you'd been here.

He shrugs that off as if it was nothing.

CAM ( CONT' D)
Christmas was a mllion | aughs.
GARY
Was Mom hone?
CAM

What do_you think?

(then re: the chest)
It doesn't even have brass hinges
i ke you prom sed.

Quilt gnaws at him Finally:

GARY
Uh, listen, I know |l didn't get you
any presents but since |I'm going off
to Northwestern next fall, I'm not
taking nmy tools with ne to the dorm
You can have 'em

CAM
| don't want 'em

He wants to say sonething el se but can't quite hunble hinself
enough for a nmea cul pa... instead:

GARY
Ckay then. Be that way.

He exits. Camto the wooden chest:

CAM
VWHY DI D | EVEN BOTHER?!

LI GATS SHI FT. Cam cones back into the present, back to the
table, still distraught.

VEREDI TH
... Sweetie, it's your grid. You
put anything or anyone you want on
t here.

Camis still undeci ded.

MEREDI TH ( CONT' D)
How ' bout | rustle us up sonething
easy for dinner?
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Meredith angles for the kitchen, Camstares at the grid for
several nonents, then finally puts the pen down, undeci ded.
As a distraction, she rifles through today's mail and finds
sonething interesting, opens it. She's stunned.

CAM
Mere. ..

VEREDI TH
Hm??

CAM

Look at this. Fromny running group:
a gift certificate for Judy's
acupuncturi st.

Meredith cones over, reads a card plus a gift certificate.

VEREDI TH
Fi ve hundred dollars. You run with
a good crowd.
(then)
Cam did you see, there are two of
these in here...

CAM
VWhat ?7?

MEREDI TH
This one is for massages.

Eventual ly they both find thensel ves staring at the grid.

MEREDI TH ( CONT' D)
... Are you going to say it doesn't
count since they mailed it yesterday?

CAM
No.
(then)
[t counts.

Meredith nods in agreenent.

CAM ( CONT' D)
"' m gonna go take a nap.

MVEREDI TH
Ckay. 1'1l make dinner.

Camexits. Meredith straightens up the table and finds an
unopened official-looking letter. Un oh. She takes a deep
breath and then opens it. Reads it. Looks horrified.

VA CE
You' ve been teaching for eight years?

LI GATS SHI FT.



SCENE 24
Meredith hustles over to a plastic chair.

MEREDI TH
Ah, yes, at Bloom ngton North. Six
before that in Indianapolis.

VA CE
(alittle skeptical)
So you' ve never had an adm nistrative
j ob before?

MEREDI TH
(her best spin on it)

No, but | set up a Hearts for Arts
Program to help under-privileged
kids. It was a lot of adm nistrative
work. |'ve also spent a lot of tine
gui di ng students and this seens |ike
an extension of that.

VA CE
Well, this isn't counseling. |It's
[ining up sem nars, prograns,
training, staying in contact with
di fferent enployers fromall over

the Mdwest. It's about paperwork,
details, followthrough

VEREDI TH
Yes, |-1 knew that. | just neant...
it's all connected... helping
students. |'ll get you our start-up
plan fromHearts for Arts.

VA CE
Very good. So, why switch jobs right
now?

VEREDI TH
| need a new challenge. It's tine
for a change.

VA CE
Whul dn't you m ss teachi ng?

MEREDI TH

|"msure | would at first. But |
don't want to be one of those teachers
that doesn't know when to exit.

VA CE
You seemfairly young, | can't inagine
you' ve overstayed your wel conme

al r eady.

Meredith is speechl ess... sad.
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VEREDI TH
| like being pro-active...
VA CE
Ckay, well, we have a website where

you can downl oad t he application
form Candidates need to submt it
by March 30t h.

MEREDI TH
kay.
(then)

This job has the sane benefits as
faculty positions, yes?

VO CE
Yes.

CAM
But you woul dn't be teachi ng?

Meredith stands, | ooks as if she has the weight of the world
on her shoul ders, exits and heads for home. LIGHTS SHI FT.

SCENE 25

Quilty as

Meredi th nods.

MEREDI TH
No.

CAM
What kind of job is it?

MEREDI TH
Associate Director at |.U"'s Career
Center. 1'd be nmaking sure prograns
are up and running and serving the
st udent s.

CAM
It's an adm nistrative job, isn't
it?
char ged.

CAM ( CONT' D)

| found your new power gri d.

For Teacher of the Year. | sawit
on your desk when | was putting a
phone nmessage there. | didn't nean
to pry.

CAM ( CONT' D)
Meredith, keep on teaching.

MEREDI TH

Cam that letter fromthe insurance
conpany. Your rates are going up by
35 percent!
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CAM
Fuck the insurance conpany -- you
shoul dn't have to give up your job

Cam pi cks up the insurance letter fromthe table and throws
it.

CAM ( CONT' D)
o

VEREDI TH
VWhat ?

CAM

Not hi ng. Just threw too hard. |
worked on Klint's table yesterday,
nmy back nuscles aren't used to getting
a wor kout .

(then)
How do you know |I.U.'s insurance
conpany won't deny ne coverage? |
have a pre-existing condition.

VEREDI TH
It's possible. But so is you not
earni ng enough to pay your insurance
and hospital bills. ['ve got to at
| east try to --

CAM
-- Wiy don't we see if the chenp and
rib freeze work before you change
j obs?

MEREDI TH
| can't wait. The Career Center
wants the person to start in My.

CAM
What about our trip to Oregon to see
Crater Lake in July??

MEREDI TH
| know, honey, | thought about that.
And | want to go nore than you know.
| was thinking we could postpone it
til next summer --

CAM
-- No, I'd have to change the pl ane
and hotel reservations. This was ny
Christmas present to you

Meredith nods, her heart in her throat.
CAM ( CONT' D)

Don't you think the cheno and the
rib freeze wll work??
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A tiny beat of hesitation from Meredith, which speaks vol unes.
Nevert hel ess, she says:

VEREDI TH
|"msure they will help. But the
cancer has been a noving target.

CAM
Well, okay if not chenp and freezing,
then | ook at what just came in the
mail . Your sister and her famly

sent a care package! Monty Python
nmovi es from Al an, a goofy book of
riddl es from Brooke, and a packet of

basil seeds from Melissa -- and |

was assigned a great new massage

t herapi st today -- her nane's Helen --
that was ny nonis nane -- so two

nore squares on the grid -- the grid

i s wor ki ng!

Cam defies her to challenge her.

CAM ( CONT' D)
Wiy don't you have faith?
MEREDI TH
| have faith. [It's just not blind
faith. | don't want to be devastated

financially if you can't do your
job. Don't take this as ne not
believing in you.

A beat, Camtakes her hand.

CAM
Let nme take you out to dinner.

SCENE 26

LI GATS SH FT as Cam | eads her over to the plastic chairs.

She pulls one out for Meredith, angling it so it'll be facing
her chair. Then she takes a seat and begi ns her wooi ng.

CAM
Deepest lake in the entire U. S.
Practically the clearest water
anywhere in the world. And we're
gonna do the whol e scenic drive --
33 mles and 20 overl ooks. Snell

that pine air -- it's gonna take
your breath away. Huh?
MEREDI TH

(alittle reserved)
|t sounds beautiful...



CAM
(to the unseen waiter)
A gl ass of Chardonnay and a cranberry
j ui ce, thanks.
(to Meredith)

And?
MEREDI TH
VWhat if you need sone kind of
treatnment this summer, |ike radi ati on?
CAM
Radi ation is a breeze.
(then)

Let nme tell you about Crater Lake
Lodge. It's been conpletely

refurbi shed, and as you walk into
the Geat Hall: Craftsman style oak
furniture, big stone fireplaces,
bark on the colums, high ceilings

wi th wood beans... The | odge sits on
a thousand foot cliff above the | ake,
which we'll able to see as we're

dining on fresh grilled trout dripping
in sweet butter.

Meredith sml es.

They ki ss.

The wonen

SCENE 27

CAM ( CONT' D)
Road trip?

MEREDI TH
Road trip. God. Yes. Gkay. [|I'm
t here. | so need this.

CAM

It's gonna be great.
The unseen waiter cones back

CAM ( CONT' D)
(re: the drinks)
Thank you.
(then)
What are your specials this eveni ng?
We were hoping for that wild nmushroom
ravioli.

VA CE
(of f)
The rib tunors have shrunk... but
how | ong has your back been in pain?
We really should take a | ook at your
vert ebr ae.

head for hone. LI GHTS SHI FT.

79.
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VEREDI TH
You're waiting?!
CAM
Yes.
VEREDI TH
You need to get a scan of your spine
Now.
CAM

| need to get ahead of the curve.
Renmenber Sharon's first scan, the
one that turned out to be wong.

| "' m ski pping that step and goi ng
directly to them saying | have

strai ned back nmuscles and NOT that |
have cancer in ny vertebrae.

Meredith can only | ook at her in shock.

CAM ( CONT' D)
Watch this.

She gets her cell phone, speed dials a nunber.
CAM ( CONT" D)

Hey, Klint, hows it going? Good.
Yes, the table and chairs, al nost

done, looking very classy. |I'm
t hi nki ng a coupl e of weeks. Look, |
still have a rib issue and healing
needs to be on the front burner.
So, | need to cancel your second
order. GCkay. Very good. Thank
you. Bye.

(hangs up)

He's in shock but he'll get over it.
(1 ooks right at
Mer edi t h)
Here we go.

Meredith | ooks pretty stunned. BLACKOUT. A few beats.
SCENE 28

LI GATS UP on their home. A few days later. Cams cutting
out nmagazi ne and com c book pictures. Meredith enters, now
in a black blazer. She's tense as she | ooks around for
sonet hi ng.

CAM
... | found these cool robot comc
books. | think Andy'll get a kick
out of 'em

VEREDI TH
You're cutting themup -- not giving

hi mthe whol e com ¢ book?
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CAM
Gonna decorate his toy chest with
them \Wen, y'know, | eventually
have the strength to build it. For

now - -
She snips the air with the scissors.

CAM ( CONT' D)
: You're not listening to ne, are
you?

MEREDI TH
No, frankly, the clock's ticking and
| can't find ny readi ng gl asses.

CAM
Try next to the bed.
MEREDI TH
| did.
CAM
Try your desk
MEREDI TH
| did.
CAM

You coul d buy sone nore. Cheap ones
at the drugstore.

MEREDI TH
| need ny winter coat. |It's supposed
to sleet later. Wy can't spring
just COVE. It's cold, it's hot,
it's sunny, it's snow ng.

CAM
The funeral's inside, isn't it?
VEREDI TH
Yes, but the burial is grave-side.
CAM
You're going to that, too?
VEREDI TH

Evi e needs sone non-famly support.

She has her coat, continues hunting for the glasses, is
throwing things like pillows and books thither and yon.

CAM
Honey, what in the world do you need
to read at the funeral ?!

VEREDI TH
( MORE)

Di recti ons!
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MEREDI TH ( CONT' D)
| need to read the directions! After
we | eave Sout hport we're going to
East Bunfuck where the cenetery is.

Cam gets up and grabs Meredith by the shoul ders.

CAM
Buy cheap gl asses at the drugstore.
(then)
| talked to a woman up at the Mayo
clinic who had the hot nelt glue
t hi ng done on her vertebrae. She
can barely wal k now.

MEREDI TH
| over heard.

CAM
Look at ne. Look at ne!

VEREDI TH
| have a funeral to go to!

CAM
You're not going to m ne!

MEREDI TH
When are you getting the scan of
your back? The longer you wait, the
nmore the cancer can spread!

CAM
"1l make a deci sion tonight.
just... 1...
(then)
G ve Evie ny best. Tell her... tel
her thank you. And | nean it.

Meredith nods. They hug.

CAM ( CONT' D)
Drive safe.

VEREDI TH
I will.

Meredith exits. Cam | ooks unsteady. She calls to the
heavens.

CAM
Bob, God, whoever is listening, |
need sone help here. Got sone big
deci sions to nake!

A few beats, she marches to the dining roomtable, picks up
the scissors as if to attack sonmething. She glances down.
Sees the grid. Picks it up.



SCENE 29

CAM ( CONT' D)
You with me or agai nst ne?

LI GHTS SHI FT as Meredith enters with her purse,

road map and directions. _ _
Evie enters, also in a winter coat, may

chairs.
unbr el | a.

EVI E
Thank you for com ng.

MEREDI TH
O course. Didn't see you follow ng
ne.

EVI E
It's so damm nuddy out here.

VEREDI TH
At ny nother's funeral, it was 25
below. | don't know how they dug
the earth, it was so frozen
(then)
... Cam sends her best. She said to
tell you thanks.

Evie doesn't know that to say to that.

MEREDI TH ( CONT' D)
She's really in the driver's seat
now. You inspired her to do that.

EVI E
How s she..?

MEREDI TH

In the mddle of the rib freeze right
now. She let go of a work order so
she can concentrate on heal i ng.
I"'m.. I'"mso proud of her.

(then)
Goi ng back to Southport for the famly
gathering and the casserol es?

Evi e shrugs, tired.

MEREDI TH ( CONT' D)
Been a | ong day.

EVI E
| need a break. They don't
under st and.

VEREDI TH
: Want to come with me? |'mtaking
t he scenic route hone.

Evi e | ooks puzzl ed.

hol di

She's angling for the pl ast

be w

n
[
t

83.

g
c
h

a

an



84.

MEREDI TH ( CONT' D)
Renenber the teachers' retreat we
went to, Fran had it at her uncle's
farm near Anderson?

Evi e nods.

MEREDI TH ( CONT' D)
Mounds State Park is practically
next door. Native Anmericans used to
live there. Fran would find
arrowheads in the cornfields when
she was a ki d.

(then)

She pointed to a sacred nound at the
edge of the property. She went out

there when Bill had that nel anoma
scare.
EVI E
What are you going to do?
MEREDI TH

... | don't know. But |I'magoing to
do sonething. And then... that's
it.

A beat. Evie conmes over to join her and they both sit in
the plastic chairs as a "car." Meredith hands her the map
and directions.

MEREDI TH ( CONT' D)
You get to be navigator. | don't
have ny gl asses.

Evie unfolds the map and | ooks at the directions, Meredith
mmes starting the car and pulling out. SOUND OF RAIN starts.

SCENE 30

LI GATS SH FT to Cam stew ng, pacing, snipping the air with
Sci ssors.

CAM
| deas cone, they always cone..
(to the heavens)
|"'mall ears.

She paces sone nore, and then finally in frustration, tosses
the scissors high in the air, letting themland hard on the

table. She blinks. That triggers a nenory for her.

Fl ashback. Gary enters, wearing black pants, a dress shirt

and a funky tie.

GARY
We're leaving in a couple of mnutes.
You' re not going dressed |ike that,
are you?



CAM
| " m not goi ng.

GARY
You have to go.

CAM
There's no | aw.

GARY
Well, I'mnot going al one.

CAM
Dad' || be there.

Gary rolls his eyes. Then he notices the wooden chest.

GARY
Y know, this isn't half bad.

CAM
Oh, please. Don't suck up just to
get nme to go to the funeral

GARY
| "' m not sucking up.
(then)
The corners are shitty 'cause you
didn't use the mtre box but other

than that...
CAM
the Titanic was a great ship.
GARY

It's a good chest and it's the first
t hing you' ve ever nade.

CAM
VWll, it doesn't matter 'cause it
was a conpl ete waste of tine.
GARY

No, it wasn't. You didn't know how
t hi ngs were gonna turn out --

CAM
-- Oh, sure, like everything was
gonna be --

GARY
-- You didn't know. You did things
‘cause you wanted to -- it was the
right thing to do --

CAM

-- It was stupid! The chest was
st upi d!
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GARY
No. 1t. Wsn't. | didn't place at
the Soap Box Derby, all | knew was

that | wanted to nake a car. And
you know what? | ended up putting a
bunch of stuff in my college
application essays |ike how | made
that car -- and | ended up getting
in to Northwestern.

Cam makes a sound |like she's blowwng himoff. Gary grabs a
hammer from the tool box and takes one big swing at the chest
Cam made for her nother, SMASHINGit. Camlooks as if she's
been shot.

GARY ( CONT' D)
NOWTELL ME I T DIDN T MATTER

Cam doesn't know whether to cry or hit him
SCENE 31

LI GATS SH FT to the "car," Meredith mnmes pulling over.
Sound of POUNDI NG RAIN. She and Evie | ook out the w ndow.

MEREDI TH
Jesus.

EVI E
Cats and dogs.

MEREDI TH
Drove all this way.

EVI E

Kinda like life. Get to be 35, 40,
45, drive all that way... and where
are you?

VEREDI TH
Well, we're here. W could pray
right here. Right on the highway.
We don't need a holy site. W don't
nﬁed sonme pl ace special. How about
t hat ?

Meredith cl oses her eyes, Evie does, too.

VEREDI TH ( CONT' D)
Pl ease | et Cam heal. |In whatever
way she needs to. 1've done all
can and I'mturning it over to
what ever sacred energy is around us.
Pl ease hel p her
(then)
Pl ease guide ne to make the right
deci si on about ny j ob.
( MORE)
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VEREDI TH ( CONT' D)

(then)
Pl ease watch over Sharon's spirit on
the next leg of her journey. Please
wat ch over Evie and | et her know she
did the best she could and she's
prof oundly changed ny life and Cani s.
Thank you.

EVI E
Anen.

VEREDI TH
Anen.

Eyes open, they hug. A few beats, then Evie exits as the
LI GHTS SH FT to Cam

SCENE 32

The present, Cam goes back to the dining roomtable, gets a
pen and wites on the grid.

CAM
Al filled up.

Then Cam starts a letter.

CAM ( CONT" D)
Dear Andy: Happy birthday from your
Aunt Cam This chest is to hold
what ever treasures you have.

She gets up, |eaves pen and paper behi nd and wal ks downst age
as she continues reciting the letter.

CAM ( CONT' D)
Your dad hel ped ne with a chest
kind ve like this when we were Kkids.
(a beat)
He taught nme a | ot about woodworki ng.
He gave ne ny first set of tools.
He showed nme how to use the mtre

box. | started ny very own conpany

because of him He taught ne to pay

attention to the details... to give

everything ny best shot... and that

how | craft things actually matters.
(then)

Tell hi mthanks.

She stops. Canmls now standing next to Meredith, who's stil
sitting in her "car." After a nmonment, Camsits next to her.

SCENE 33

They sit quietly |looking forward. W don't know where they
are. Back at the oncol ogy ward? The great beyond? A VWH TE
LI GAT shines in front of them
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MEREDI TH
| like this nonent.
CAM
The expectation?
MEREDI TH
Yeah.
CAM
Me, too.
A few beats.
VEREDI TH
Chilly?
CAM
Yeah.
VEREDI TH
Want sone cof fee?
CAM
Sur e.

Meredith reaches in her big purse and pulls out a thernos.
She pours coffee into the thernos's cup-lid; Camtakes the
first turn drinking it, then hands it back to Meredith. The
LI GHT has been subtly shifting fromthe white to now pink.

MEREDI TH

The sky's starting to turn pink.
CAM

Yeah.
MEREDI TH

| can't believe |I"'mup this early
on vacati on.

CAM
. | can't believe the Career Center
gave you an advance on your vacation
time so we could do this.

MEREDI TH
They're Good People. And the Director
is so much nmore fun to work with
than BEd. Who knew?

(toasti ng)
Farewel | Jane Eyre, fuck you Princi pal
Ed.
CAM
He did give you Teacher of the Year.
MEREDI TH

He handed nme the plaque. The
commttee gave the award.
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Meredith smles broadly, takes a drink.

CAM
Do you have the map? | want to check
out the scenic route to M. Hood.

Meredith hands her the |arge purse.

VEREDI TH
lt's in there sonewhere..
Camdigs... and pulls out... two maps, one of which is fol ded
open. She |l ooks at it.
CAM
| ndi ana?
VEREDI TH
Oh, from Sharon's funeral
CAM
What's this highlighted road?
VEREDI TH
Alittle side trip | took with
Evi e.
CAM

You didn't nmention a side trip.
Cam squi nts at the map.

CAM ( CONT' D)
Mounds State Park?

MEREDI TH

A sacred Indian site on a farm near
there. ..

(a beat)
A healing site. Fran had told ne
about it. It was pouring rain when
Evie and | got there and just as we
were about to leave... it stopped.
So we got out -- in our dress shoes
and sl ogged our way to the sacred
nmound. We | aughed ourselves silly.
Boy, we both needed that. Then
pigked up sone dirt there. Well,
mud.

She grins, Cam stares at her, amazed.

CAM
When were you going to tell me this?

MEREDI TH
It worked, didn't it?
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VA CE
(of f)
... Your vertebrae are fine. You
must have strai ned your back nuscl es.

CAM
| thought it was the grid. And ne
addi ng Gary's nane.
(then)
What did you do with the dirt?

MEREDI TH
| brought some back in a bag. And
put it on your garden.

CAM
... Well, no wonder the basil grew
so tall.

They smle. The sun is rising now, the light is GOLDEN and
GLOW NG

VEREDI TH
Look at that.

CAM
Yeah.

A few beats of appreciation, and then:

CAM ( CONT' D)
It's not always perfect weather here.
The guy at the visitors' center said
sonetines there are big clouds and
the | ake | ooks om nous or it's covered
in fog...

MVEREDI TH
Not today.
(then)
My God, the water's so clear..

CAM
And deep.

VEREDI TH

| wonder if you can see all the way
to the bottom

CAM
| don't think it's that clear.

They chuckl e.

CAM ( CONT" D)

We coul d get out of the car and see.
MVEREDI TH

In a bit -- maybe the sun'|| warm

t hi ngs up.
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CAM
Yeah, chilly for July.

A beat, as the SUN RISES and they | ook at the nagnificent
Vi ew.

CAM ( CONT" D)
Mle one. Thirty-two to go. N neteen
nor e over | ooks.

VEREDI TH
Yeah.

They hold hands. LIGHTS BRIGHTEN. First we hear John H att's
"Have a Little Faith in Me."

LI GHTS & MJSI C FADE QUT. .

(For the curtain call, we get Bruce Springsteen doing "MW
Love WII Not Let You Down.")
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